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INTRODUCTION. 


V THEN a ſtranger is intro- 


| duced into company, a 
gentle whiſper may be heard to 
circulate around the room, which 
is occaſioned by the natural cu- 
rioſity ſo prevalent over every 
other in the human breaſt, and 
involuntarily compels the inqui- 
ſitive mind to demand, ** Who 
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*« if he ? Where does he come 
from? and a multitude of 
other no leſs curious queſtions. 
It is a ſimilar circumſtance when 
an author iſſues his performance 
into the world; every one is 
deſirous to know his name, his 
character, and the motives which 
urges him to trouble the world 


with ſuch a quantity of paper, 


that may ſhare the like fate with 
the works of many of his co- 
temporary brethren, and be of 
infinite uſe in a cheeſemonger's, 
or chandler's ſnop. To gra- 
tify ſuch earneſt queriſts, I thall 
preſent them with a full and 
circumſtantial account of the 
method by which I obtained 
the following papers, and I hope 

a ſa- 
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a ſatisfactory reaſon *©* why and 
*, wherefore * they are pu- 


bliſhed. 


Know then, gentle reader, 
that as one evening I was paſ- 
ſing over the PONT NEUF 
at PARIS, I obſerved a wo- 
man, Whoſe dreſs betokened 
the greatelt poverty, yet what 
cloaths ſhe had remaining were 
clean and decent; ſhe was ſoli- 
citing charity from the paſlers 
by; but I remarked few that 
lent a compaſſionate ear to her 
prayers and intreaties. There 
was a particular ſomething a- 
bout this diſtreſſed object which 
ſtruck me, * a ze ne ſcay quoi 
of addreſs, ſuperior to the whi- 

a 4 ning. 
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ning mode uſed by the genera- 


lity of common beggars, which 


ſeemed to intimate that ſhe had 
ſeen better days, and prompted 
me to know her hiſtory ; there- 


fore when ſhe applied to me for 
my mite, I called her on one 


fide, and interrogated her on 
the cauſe of her ſo earneſtly ap- 
plying for charity. O Sir, 


„ (ſhe replied with her eyes 
overcharged with tears) were 


* thoſe who unfeelingly paſs by 
my cries, but acquainted with 
half of my miſery, they would 
„] am ſure, compaſſionate my 


« fituation, and ſtretch out the 


friendly arm to relieve a di- 


„ ſtreſſed and unfortunate wi- 
« dow; but I will not detain 


* you, 


A 
A 
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you, Sir, by preamble, ſuſ- 


fice it to ſay, that the utmoſt 
induſtry of theſe hands, unac- 


cuſtomed till lately to hard 
and unceaſing labour, cannot 
gain ſufficient ſubſiſtence to 
ſave my three children from 
periſhing for vant; but 
alas | that is not the weighty 
cauſe of all my forrow ; for I 


have a huſband, who aſter a 


long confinement and ſevere 
Illneſs,. lies at this very hour 
dead in a priſon. Unable to 
procure: by my own labour, 
enough to bury him, I have 
taken this method to gain aſ- 
ſiſtance from the humanity 


of my fellow-creatures ; if I 
am ſo unhappy not to ſuc- 


as «© ceed, 


( | 
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e d, and indeed I at preſent 
4 fee no other proſpect before 
me, the body of my huſband: 
„ muſt this night be thrown 
* like the carcaſe cf a dog 
«. without Chriſtian burial, a- 
„ mong the number of the 
« diltrefſed who have quitted 
«© this life in a Jail, without: 
money or friends. Here 
a flood of tears guſhed from her: 
eyes, and grief interrupted her 
ſpeech. Her diſtreſſed ſtory 
greatly affected me, and im- 
mediately bidding her conduct 
me to the place of confine- 
ment where her dead huſband 
lay, and telling her at the ſame 
time, that if I found what ſhe: 
had related was true, I would 


aſſiſt 
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aſſiſt her; ſhe haſtily led me to 
the priſon, and I was perfectly 
confirmed of her veracity, as 
ſoon as I entered the doors, by 
the jailor s ſaying with a hoarſe 
and barbarous accent, Well, 
* woman, have you brought 
the money with you to bury 
your huſband, for we can- 
not think of keeping him. 
above ground any longer; 
* we have indulged you, d ye 
*« ſee, a day more than com- 
* mon, merely out of Chri/tian 
„ charity, miſtreſs. She mo-- 
deſtly and tremblingly anſwer- 
ed, „She had not been able to 
„ pet any, but” © But me! 
„ no buts, (ſaid the inhuman 
„ wretch) the whole of the 

matter 
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matter then is, you know, 
he muſt be chucked in the 
dead hole, among the reſt 
of the fauvre morts. 
Surely, (ſaid I to him), you 
will lend a charitable hand, 
and give your aſhftance to- 
wards burying a fellow Chri- 


«6 ſtian.“ * No, no, maſter, 


(replied the brute), neither 


you nor ſhe will cant any 


money out of my pocket, 


Charity begins at home; I 


have loſt enough by him 


while living, and I'll take 


care I'll loſe none by him 
now he's dead, for I am ſure 


if he could not pay me when 
in this world, I'll be d----d' 


if ever. he will pay me now 
66 he 8 
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« he's in tother. At this 
witticiſm the reft of his flinty 
companions ftretched their iron 
fetters, and bellowed a loud 
horſe laugh. Perhaps, (I re- 
A plied), the deceaſed has left 
4 fome things behind him, if 
that is the caſe, a purchaſer, 
may eaſily be found for them, 
„ and we may find means to 
* bury him. with the money 
« that may ariſe from the ſale 
* of them, without giving you 
« any farther trouble. Here 
the poor widow heaved a heart 
felt ſigh, and the hardened fra- 
ternity gave one another ſigni- 
ficant looks. Ay, ay, maſ- 
* ter, (anſwered one) he has 
left a fine fortune behind 

him; 
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him; let me ſee, (continued 
he, with a ſneer) one old 
ragged coat, a pair of ruſty 
breeches, part of a tyewig, 
ſome old books, and a large 
parcel of paper entirely ſpoil- 
ed, being ſcribbled all over; 
for the man was very fond 
of ſcribbling, though 1 never 
knew any good come of it. 

Hard-hearted! cruel. wretch- 
es! (I exclaimed) and can 
there be ſuch unſeeling be- 
ings in the world, who can 
ſo idly ſport with miſery, 
and ſmile at the tears of 
diſtreſs? Fetch me down. 
thoſe papers you ſpeak of, 
let me have them, and I: 


. wall pay the price, of re- 


6c demp- 
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«*demption for the dead body.” 
Accordingly the jailor ordered 
them to be brought me, and 
lay ing them down before me, 
„There they are maſter, (ſaid 
* he), and a fine purchaſe you: 
have got, for I am ſure they 
« would not fetch ſix-pence 
6 at a. chandlers. ſhop. TI 
paid no regard to his diſcourſe, 
but tying them carefully up in 
my handkerchiet, I pulled out 
my purſe in which were about 
ten guineas, and gave it to the 
poor widow along with a di- 
rection where I lodged. It is 
impoſſible to expreſs her feel- 
ings on this occaſion; ſhe ea- 
gerly caught hold of my hand, 
and preſſing it between both 
her 's 


xi INTRODUCTION, 
her's gratefully kiſſed it, and 


gave me ſuch an expreſſive 
look as convinced me of the 
gratitude that overflowed her 
heart; but her joy and tranſ- 
port at this unexpected relief 
ſo greatly overwhelmed her, 
that her words could not find 
utterance. *© God! God Al- 
“ mighty bleſs” was all ſhe 
could articulate, I could no 
longer ftand the affecting ſcene, 
but haſtily got out of the pri- 
ſon, while ſhe followed me to 
the door, with her hands claſp- 
ed together, and her eyes. 
lifted up towards heaven in ſi- 
lent extacy and prayer. 


A few. 
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A few days after ſhe called 


on me at my apartments, and 
brought with her the three 
children ; ſhe had then recover- 
ed herſelf, and returned me 
thanks, but in ſuch a polite and 
graceful manner as convinced 
me perfectly ſhe was of no 
mean origin, and had ſhone in 
a higher ſphere of life. My 
ſpouſe wanting a female ſer- 
vant at this time we took her 
into our ſervice, and as ſoon 
as I returned into England I 
placed the children (who were 
fortunately boys), out to dif- 
ferent trades : this accompliſh- - 
ed, I felt a joy ſuperior to what 
I had ever before experienced. 
Say, ye libertines, ye gamblers 
and 
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and others, who idly and wan- 
tonly ſquander away your ſpare / 
hours and your pence, did you 
but know the ſuperlative ſeli- 
city a good action affords, you 
would quit your favorite ſports 
for proper objects to exerciſe 
your benevolence upon, and 
ſleep happy and contented un- 
der the pleaſing heart elated 


ſatisfaction of having made 


others ſo. 


The papers had laid by me 


untouched for a long time, 


buſineſs and other matters had 
conſtantly intervened; at length, 
a leiſure opportunity offered, 
and I reſolved to examine into 
their contents; when on look- 


ing 
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ing over the firit ſheet that 
came to my hand, I found 
ſomething in it which awaken- 
ed my curiolity, and made me 
examine them all minutely. In 
ſhort, the whole entertained 
me and gave me ſo much fatis- 
faction in their peruſal, that I 
immediately reſolved to put 
them into a regular form, and 
ſend them into the world 
with all their faults and fol- 
« lies on their heads, being 
thoroughly reſolved, that what- 
ever emolument accrued there- 
from, to apply it to the ſervice 


of the widow and the father- 
leſs. 
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puarition, Firſt Maſter. A genteel Me- 
thod to bribe at Elections. p-. 1. 
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Lord Darling's Hiſtory and Character. A 
Way to retrieve a loſt Fortune. A Citi- 
zen. A Lady. A Marriage. A good 
Wife. Diſtreſs. Death, &c. 14. 


e 
A few Words on Ideas. A college Scene. 
A Jockey, A Tavern. Hiſtory of Miſs 


Lucy Lightairs, Love, Avarice, Hy- 
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| A Suit of e tockug. Reaſons for not Sede 
4 ving after a Farent, A Converſation. 
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A Maſquerade Dreſs. | Verſes out of the 
Pſalms, The Pantheon, Gunpowder, 
Watchmen, Conllable, Ac. 117. 
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An Oration in a Watch-houſe, The De- 
termination of a Conſtable, A Priſon, 
Misfortunes ſeldom come alone.! Re- 


leaſement, &. = . 1 20, 
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Character of a conceited Juſtice, A Speech, ' 
V ' -Interruption. Anſwer.” Muckworm's 
—_ *Charge. Definition of ſome Verſes 
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Kequires 2 new Poſſeſſor. Character of 
Dr. Dimple. Prieſts and Women have 
Vanity. A Mitre no deſpicable Bawble. 
An ambiguous Letter. An unfaſhiona- * 
ble Lady at Court. A Diſgrace. A | 
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Declamation over u Cork-ſcrew. An Appari« 
tion. Firſt Mafter. A genteel Methed to 


bribe at Elections. W. 


RACIOUS Powers, (faid 1, taking 


« which I had picked up in the ſtreet be- 


- < fore my confinement) thou haſt perhaps 
% belonged to ſome wealthy monſter, Who 


is now revelling in the ſuperfluity of lux- 
B L utious 


© a Cork-ſcrew out of my pocket, 


Me «©, 


1 * 
* 
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« urious dainties, while I am deſtitute even 
of the common neceſſaries to ſupport a 
* wretched life. My children with watery ' 
« eyes ſurround their father's knees, and 
* {eem to reproach him for giving them 
« that exiſtence he is not able to maintain: 
my lovely Laura too, the partner of my 
«-erief, and ſharer of my miſery, repines 
« in ſecret o'er our diſmal fate, which adds 
&* freſh torment to my afflicted heart. The 
bloom that once glowed on her cheek of 
«* health, is now ſickened o'er by a livid 
« paleneſs ; and the hiſtre that once ſpark- 
* led in her eyes, is now conſtantly clouded 
60 by the ſtarting tear. Cruel! Unmerciful 
* Creditors! what ſatisfaction .can ariſe in 
«© your breaſts to confine a miſerable being 
% within theſe dreary walls, entailing on 
% him a lingering diſeaſe, and-preventing 
“ him from having that power he would 
.* wiſh to uſe, to aſſiſt his family by the la- | 
40 bour of his hands; not ſo much for myſelf " 
% do I crave their mercy, 'tis only for my 


«. Laura and her little ones that I feel: but 
6 wax 


2 
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* why do I complain or murmur ? O thou 
* Almighty Power! fince it is thy will 
« ſhould ſuffer, patiently will I bear the 
burden; I will not repine! Thy omni» 
10 * potent will be done,” 1 

Here 1 debited from my tamantatiog, 
remaining filent and penſive, while the big 
ſwoln tear trickled down my famiſhed 
"cheek. I had not ſate long in this mourn : 
ful poſition, ere the cork-fcrew flew from 
my hands with ſudden violence, to which 
ſucceeded ſo loud a report as deprived me of 
my ſenſes for a ſew minutes. On coming 
to myſelf again, and caſting my eyes around 
me tq ſee the occaſion of this ſudden ſur- 
Prize, I beheld before me a bright i incorpo- 
real ſubſtance, whoſe form commanded re- 
{peR, and ſtruck me with an awe and R 


N 1 had never before experienced. 


The being obſerving my confuſion, put 


an air of mildneſs and placidity on his coun- 
tenance, and with an inexprefſible ſweet- 
B2 nel 


* 


1 : 
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neſs of volce calmed my fright with theſs 
words. 


1 Son of ls behold in mae the ſpirit 
e that was incloſed within the limits of the 
A ** cork-ſcrew you had in your poſſeſſion. 
| 40 The Gods, as a puniſhment for the un- | 
| < bounded ſcenes of debauchery and wick- 


= e edneſs I committed while on earth, doom- 
* « ed my ſpirit to be impriſoned in that ſteel 

2 * inſtrument; there to remain, till I ſhould 
4 fall into the hands of ſome mortal, whoſe 
3 « misfortunes were not brought on himſelf 
3 « by his folly, ! nor accuſed the Gods of cru- 
« elty as the author of them; but who 
&« ſhould” bear them with fortitnde and re- 
>» * fignation, and in the midſt of his troubles 
1 « and afflictions, chearfully praiſe | the 
EY * Author of his Being. Thy miſery and 
d iſtreſs I know are great, but reſt aſſured 

;<« the time will ſoon arrive, when, thy ſuf- 

« ferings ſhall have an end, thou ſhalt be re- 

<« leaſed from this dreary. dungeon, and the 


1 PL ſtormy clouds diſperſed that now hang 
over 
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over thee and thy diſtreſſed family.” At 
theſe words my face brightened, -my heart 
redoubled its: motion, the blood circulated 
with renewed yigour in my veins, and 1 was 
going to pour out the fulneſs of my joy, and 
gratitude, when the effulgent ſpirit obſerv- 
ing my intentions, thus, continued: Suſ- 
% pend your elated mind, and wait Rill 
« with patient firmneſs for the hour deſtined 
to put an end to thy ſorrows and mis or- 
* tunes, it is not far off. In the mean time 
* to calm thy emotions, and make the hea- 
vy moments paſs with leſs weight o'er thy 
head, liſten, and I will relate to thee. the 


« variety of perſons, their characters and 

« their hiſtories, in whoſe hands I have 
„been, white confined in my ſteel * | 
< ſonment.” f 


My doom for the puniſhment. of my at- 
trocious crimes was no ſooner pronounced, 
than] found my ſpirit diffuſed through every 
part of a cork-ſcrew, and expoſed. to the 
inſpection of every curious ſpectator, in the 
; T5,” 4 ſhow- 


Tir ADVENTURES Os 
Thow-glaſs of one of the moſt eminent feeb- 
workers in Woodſtock. I had not long re- 
malned in this ſituation, ere the elegance of 
my form attracted the eyes of Lord Dax. 
IIe. His lordſhip * was at that'tiine can- 
Vailing for votes, to thilire Nis election for k 
neighbouring borough, and hid tHe lee 
ral methods to gain my 'miafter over to his. 
intereſt; but a8 he Was a man who Eteatiy 
prided himſeff in his Patriotic prinofples, 
And Whofe bbifted integrity 6veh ſtarteu at 
"the \ very mentioh fa Btibs, my pound 
not been able to Hud oft any Ticedfful.Sro- 
Ject to varnith over his ptetenſions, till lacks. 
iy my appearance furniſned him WK 3 an 
idea for that 72 25 2 Ne of oh 

Though my. maſter had all this "m—_ OY 
triotiſin continually flaming about him, yet: 

"his lordſhip was perfectly acquainted with, 

my governor's two ruling paſſions, viz. avd- 

rice and vanity, and was reſolved to gratify 
them through m y influence, Without 2001 
ing dis patriotie delicacy, 

2 60 1 
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«Mr, Paliſh, (fays my lord), that is a 
& very elegant cork-ſcrew- you have in your 
« glaſs, upon my word.” I am glad it 
« meets with your honour's approbation, 
« (replied Poliſh), for it is-one' of my own 
s invention and conſtruction, no one has 
„yet attempted the pattern but myſelf; 
indeed, the workmanſhip which employs 
a great deal of time and judgment, makes 
it come ſo very high, that few people 
will venture at the purchaſe of it.“ His 
. lordſhip took adyantage of this anſwer, to 
purſue his intended ſcheme, and with great- 
. readineſs replied, © Surely, Mr. Poliſh, man- 
. © kind muſt be entirely -devoid of ſenſe, 
and totally deficient in point of taſte ; 
do me the favour, my good fir, to let me. 
«look. at it more cloſely.” Upon which 
the ſteel- worker directly lifted up his ſhow- 
. glaſs, and preſented it to Lord Darling. 
Upon my word, (faid the peer) it is ex- 
© tremely handſome, and entirely a novel 
«conſtruction; I never ſaw a more beau- 
« titul piece of ſteel in my lite, nor ſo high- 


B 4 — 2 
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« ly poliſhed, and curiouſly contrive@. 


« What a pity it is, (continued he) that art 


«« and ingenuity is not more encouraged in 
this kingdom. What may the price of it 
« be, Mr. Poliſh? but why do I aſk the 


* price? why do F heſitate a ſingle moment 
to reward the ingenious artiſt } here, Mr. 


« Poliſh, (ſaid his lordſhip, taking at the 
« ſame time a bank-note for C. 10 out of 


dis pocket- book,) accept of this; merit 
© ſhall never go neglected, while Lord Dar- 


“ ling has it in his power to encourage it: 
« don't think any thing of this trifle, this 
e ſhall not be all: Fam glad J have an op- 
« portunity of ſhewing your performance 


this day among ſeveral of my intimate 
_ « friends, and you may rely on their joining 
s with me to aſſiſt fo ingenious and worthy 
na tradeſinan,” | 


I is unexpected gift, delivered under ſuch 
2 plauſible tale, gratified my late maſter's 
avarice, as at the ſame time it flattered his. 
vanity, and ey him of ſuſpecting his: 
| lordſhip's: 


: 
» 


** 
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lordſhip's generous action, as an artful bribe 
to deceive him. The innocent ſteel · worker 


| therefore, had no ſooner received this pre- 


ſent, but he ſcraped, bowed, firſt looked at 
his lordſhip, then at the note, and did nat 
know either what to ſay or do. The peer, 
finding his artifice ſucceed according to his 
wiſhes, and obſerving poor Poliſh's confu- 
fion, thought it now high time to throw in 
2 word or two on his own merit, for which 
purpoſe, taking him | cordially by the hand» 
Mx friend, (ſaid he), 1 congratulate you 
„ that the ſeaſon approaches, when every 
4 honeſt Engliſnman will have an opꝑortu- 
2 nity of ſhewing the. love they bear for 
« their country, by giving their voice free 


_ ©. and uncorrupted for the man who is moſt- 
«& ly deſerving of their favour. The. late 


« parliament, Mr. Poliſh, I ſay, the late 
6 parliament were compoſed. of a ſet of 
« men, who ſold their nation, undermined 
"6 Your liberties,. ſubyerted. your religion, 
« and introduced 2.number of foreigners into 
. this kingdom, a. the hurt and diſcourage- 

ment 


= 
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« ment of the truly meritoriius native; pive- 
© meleave to add, that your corrupt mem- 
« bers were men ftrongly attached by ar- 
0 tial and ſelf- intereſted views, t6 an aban- 
* doned and wicked miniſtry; : nothing 
'« could ſtem the tortent that was ſapping 
the very foundation of Britiſh freedom, 
e and overthrow the ſtructure of liberty 
5 erected by our anceſtors. My opponent,. 
«7 am ſorry I am obliged with !ruth to. 
ON fay)1 my opponent 'was one of thoſe men,. 
'« 2 man to hom you entruſted the care of 
« yourfelves, your famiffes and your con- 
vc Aitution ; how well he has protected them 
I need not mention. 1 only ſay this, that 
it is the duty of every true Englichman to 
Ko Ehuſe : 2 man, who firm, ſteady and unin- 
1 fluenced by place, Power and peüfon, 
i "« dare boldly ſtem the torrent of corrup= 
© tion, Such a perſon now offers to ferve 
| he Jou , to aſſiſt you in this perilous time, 
4. and I now ffand forth in ti publlt chuſe, 
4 firmly reſolved, (if I* meet Wich the a 
* « probation of the worthy electors) to "TM 


46 -by 


& by the ſenſe of my conſtituents, their di- 


t rections ſhall be my guide, their will my 


« determined rule of conduct, Bribery and 
& corruption I abhor and deteſt; Nor would 
« attempt by ſuch baſe methods to gain à 
&« ſingle vote, if a, ſingle ſhilling would pur- 
« chaſe it: No, let every Britain, (for L 
« glory in the name of a Briton, you take: 
me right, Mr. Poliſh, ha! ha! ha !) Nog 
« I ſay, let every Briton act according to 
« his. own opinion, and enjoy the rights and 
« privileges of a true born e 
„% REE and UNSULLIED,” 


«4 - » 


| Aﬀterthis bombaſt and eloquent harangues 
Eis lordſhip politely took his leave, ſhaking 


old Poliſh once more heartily by the hand, 


and hoped he ſhould have the pleaſure to ſee: 
bim again on the day of election, begging 
Him at the ſame time to get a number of 
the cork-ſcrews ready as ſoon as poſſible be- 
fore the day, where he ſhould have an op- 
portunity of recommending ſuch an ingeni- 
dus * * no foreigner could equal. 
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" Twas now crowded in his lordſhip's wailt- | 
eoat pocket, among a number of other toys 
the polite peer had purchaſed in thie like 
manner to encourage Engliſh artiſts, The: 

® > peer (to ſpeak truth) did not falfify his pro- 
miſe of ſhewing me to ſome of his friends; 
but it was only to laugh at the credulity and: 
"fimplicity of the innocent people he had fo 
'eunningly taken advantage of, The re- 
mainder of the day was ſpent by my new 
'maſter and his companions in a very joyous: 
manner; in the courſe of which I had been 
taken off the table among other electlon- 
trifles by the ſervant, who had carefully 
\ pocketed me; but as the chaplain had taken 
notice of my genteel appearance, and think- 
ing he ſhould want my affiltance at college; 
therefore before he took His leave, he begged 
me of his lordſhip, who direfly ordered 
John to refund his prize, and I was preſent- 
"ed to the doctor with many aceuſtomed jokes 
on the clergy, wine, women, ſcrews, Or. 


* 
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Ie is well known, that ſew ſecrets of a fa- 


mily are unknown to the ſervants belonging 


to it, who generally talk very familiarly of 
their ſuperiors conduct and affairs when they 


get together; this happened to he the topic 


of the kitchen converſation while þ was in 


the poſſeſſion of Mr, Waitly, which afford- 


ed me an opportunity in my ſhort ſtay with 
this gentleman, to learn his lordſhip's hiſto- 


ty and-character, But, in order to give my 
reader ſome neceſſary reſpite to draw a cork 


or ſo himſelf, I ſhall not introduce his . 
Tan 4 $ 10 till the next chapter. 


CHAP: II. a 


Tord Darling's Hiſtory and Character. A Way 

ks retrieve a leſt Fortune. A Citizen. A 
Lady. A Marriage, A good Wi ife. * 
refs. Death, &c, 


ORD Darling's father was one of the» 
miniſters of his late majeſty; his good 
"Genie Joined to his great abilites, ſoon gained. 
him the favour of his ſovereign, who raiſed 
him to high honours, and at length made- 
bim premier. In this critical ſtatian he- 
ſhewed ſuch capacity and prudent conduct, 
that he kept his place with honor and ap- 
plauſe both from his royal maſter and from: 
1 the people, who are commonly. diſſatisfied. 
with perſons in power.. 


1 The preſent peer, was but an infant 
= when his father died, and being the only 
=. .*£hild, A mother's indulgent fondneſs 
= gratis 


m CORK-SCREW) 14 
ratified him in every foible his inelina- 
"tion ' tended to. He was not ſuffered to 
be contradicted for fear his temper ſhould. 
be ſpoiled, nor was he permitted to indy 
much, as too intenſe reading was hurtful to 
the eyes. Under this. imprudent conduct. 
his mother reared him, and brought up her 
own ſon to be a torment to herſelf. For he 
had no ſooner attained the age of ſixteen, 
but he launched out into all the faſhionable- 
vices and follies of the town which at that 

time reigned; ſcarce a brothel or a gaming 
table but what he was acquainted with; nor- 
2 ſharper or gambler but what could freely 
take his lordſhip by the hand; intuited by 
ſuch company, it was in vain his mother 

now attempted to remonſtrate in #ffection-- 

ate terms againſt his proceedings, they were 

"all ineffectual, he had too long gone without 

2 bridle, to ſubmit to a curb, and whenever 

ſlie mentioned advice, ſhe met with abuſo 

. oa r IST 

be ond thay now too fate NO, the | 

Fang method ſhie had taken, but Rill had 


N ſome 


EP -# 
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ſome hopes. of amending her fault, and 
bringing him to a ſenſe of his error, to ac- 
compliſh which, the only method ſhe deem- 
ed practicable to purſue was, to try her 
power of perſuaſion on him to viſit foreign 
- countries, in the courſe of which he might 
be reclaimed, under the good management 
and tuition of a prudent tutor. The chief 
point was to obtain her ſon's conſent to her 
propoſal, which appeared no eaſy taſk, as 
de was exceedingly headſtrong and obſti- 
nate, ſhe therefore feared a refuſal, but was 
" reſolved to attempt it, and ſhe found her 
meaſures ſucceed. beyond her expectation; 
for it ſtriking in with the young rake's ram- 
bling diſpofition, he immediately conſented, 
to the great joy of his tender parent. 


The only circumſtance now wanting was 

_ a prudent tutor, and it was not many days 
before one was recommended to her, to- 
whom after the old lady. delivered proper” 

inſtructions, the parted from her beloved ſon, 
with great ſorrow, recommending to him 


. the. conduct of his father, and to have his: 
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actions conflantly before his eyes as a pat» 
tern of goodneſs and virtue. 


The tutor and his pupil had no ſooner ar- 
rived in France, than the young gentleman 
gave a looſe: to his natural diſpoſition, and 
His tutor reſolved.not to ſwerve from the ge- 
neral rule of theſe tuitive companions, but 
let his pupil indulge in every extravaganoe, 
and revel in every faſhionable levity, and 
likewiſe to exert his utmoſt power to feather 
his own neſt from the careleſsneſs and ne- 
glect of him he was to inſtruct, | 


Lady Darling could not help obſerving by 
the conſtant draughts of her ſon for caſh, 
above the genteel ſtipulated ſum ſheallowed 
him, that his libertine qualities were not in 
the leaſt altered, ſne frequently wrote to his 
tutor concerning it, but only received eva- 
ſive and unſatisfactory anſwers; at length 


the peer having finiſhed his travels, returned 


as the generality of our travelling gentry do, 
traught with all the follies, vices and abſur- 
dities of every country they paſs through; 
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the only additional good qualifications he had 
- attained were an eaſy air and carriage, and 
the remainder: of the youthful baſhfulneſs 
worn off in his journey; ſo that he was now 
become a perfect effronteriſt; and could un- 
feelingly commit the groſſeſt of crimes 
without a bluſh, The good old lady, tho” 
- ſhe was glad once more to ſee her ſon, yet. 
. beheld her ſon's bad conduct with the utmoſt: 
grief and anxiety of heart, which joined to 
His ill uſage of her, took ſuch an effect on 
her conſlitution, as threw her into a ſevere 
fit of ſickneſs, which in a ſhort time depri- 
ved her of her ſorrows, by depriving her of. 


Tbe death of a mother had very little ef 
== on à youth who had long defired'the- 
- ſummit of his wiſhes, that he might uncon- 
trouled revel in the full poſſeſſion of his. 
whole fortune, ard indulge himſelf in every 
ſcene of iniquity. The tavern, bawdy- 
tf houſe and gaming-table now ſhared all his- 

time and fortune, and he was the errant 
ar to the harlot, and complete gull to the 
f ſharper. 
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Harper, In ſuch honourable company and 
ſuch genteel employments, it was not to be 
expected but that the largeſt fortune muſt 
in time be rum through: this was indeed the 
cafe, for our hero's finances became at laſt 
in ſuch) a critical fitaation, as obliged him 
to have'recourſe to one of thoſe kind aſſiſt- 
ants, who ſo friendly furniſh young noble 
men and others with money on their eſtates, 
nt the mderate intereſt of about , 200 per 

cent. Mortgage now ſucceeded mortgage, 
and he found himſelf at laſt reduced to a ve 
ry ſlender pittance. In this dilemma he 
knew not how to act, and for ſome. time 
ſhame kept him from making his circum. 
ſlances known to his companions ; but it 
Jeogth neceſfit; obliged him to 'break'thro” 
this pride, and ke: acquainted. them with his 
"fituation, but inſtead of meeting the relief 
he expected from their pretended friendſhip, 
they turned their backs on him and ſlighted. 
him; if he applied to them at their habita- 
tions, they were denied to him; and if he 
met them in the ſtreets they ſhunned him. 


In 
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In this perplexity he accidentally encoun- 
tered with one of his companions, who had 
not as yet heard of his misfortunes; they ac- 


coſted one another as uſual, and went to an 


adjoining tavern to take a glaſs together, 
On entering the room, Sharply: (for that 
was his companion's name) remarked the 


_ loud that hung over Darling's brow, and 


Aid to him, Why, my lord, what in the 
« name of chance is the matter with you, 
hat's become of your uſual gaity, what, 
4 Joſt all your ſpirits, man! what? did you 
E joſe deal laft night; or have you been 
« tricked of ſome favouritegirl?” His lord- 


mp on this immediately explained his ſitua- 


tion, and let him into the light of his mis- 
Fortunes... © Indeed, Darling, replied the 
other, I am d - d ſorry for your affairs, 
but I have had ſuch a curſed run of ill luck 
* at hazard lately, that I am almoſt reduced 
4 to: my laſt ſhilling. myſelf, and was juſt 
s going to aſk the favour of you to lend me 
« a guinea or two when I met yon; but your 
14 * circumflances being ſo curſed totteringly 

6 * 
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4 ſituated, has prevented; but, however, 
my lord, though I cannot aſſiſt you with 
* money, I can give you ſome wholeſome 
* advice to retrieve your finances.“ The 
reduced peer liſtened attentively to this part 
of his lord ſhip's diſcourſe, and eagerly aſked, 
how? © Why faith! (faid Sharply) the 
method I am afraid will not ſuit your nice 
« ſtomach, but as your caſe is deſperate, 
« deſperate remedies muſt be applied, and 
« needs muſt you know. when the 5“ 
For God's ſake, (returned my lord with 

% great eagerneſs) do not torture me any 
<< longer with your ſtale proverbs, but come 
« directly to the point.“ Why then, my 
4 lord, (continued Sharply) what think you 
« of a trip in the matrimonial way!?“ 
4% What! marry? (anſwered Darling) the 
« only thing I have an averſion to; what! 
„ clogged by the will of an imperious fe- 
% male, and only act in a ſtrict conformity 
< as her lady ſhip ſhall pleaſe to iſſue out her 
44 ditates?” Come, come, (replied the 


4 ande you form idle notions of the mar- 
8 n 
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„ ried/ſtate, and however great your aver 
< to your private intereſt; a young. beats 
'« tiful"female, with a heavy portion, is 


e not to be lighted by a gentleman in 


« your ſituation, beſides you certainly know 
© that a flaw may be eaſily found in. her 
c 1adyſhip's marriage conduct, and you may 
« chuſe whether you will live with her or 
% not, it is at preſent a faſhionable method, 
« and moſbof your preſent wedding ceremo- 
« -nies are only the prologues to divorces and 
« ſeparate maintenances; and the greateſt 
« part of our nobility and gentry are fondeſt 
« apart.” .* And pray, (interrupted Dar- 
* ling, who began to reliſh his ſcheme) 
« where ſhall I find this young, beautiful 


ad wealthy Venus.” Nothing ſo 74 
« to be attained, (re- aſſumed Sharply) ; I 
have an old penurious uncle in the city, 


“ who by a long continuance and ſteady 
«« application to buſineſs, is reckoned ma- 
« fter of a plumb at leaſt, if not more; this 


* old put has a moſt lovely daipte?; the 
* ly child, ſenſible, and has not the leaſt re- 


« ſemblance 
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<' ſemblance of her father either in perſon 
or temper, nay, it is a firong matter of 
< diſpute, whether the old citizen's wite did 
< not play him a genteel trick, and add a 
« dignified ornament to a city brow ; but 
< as that is foreign from our purpoſe, I ſhalz 
% ade no farther in that ſtream : therefore 
* to proceed, the old gentleman, though 
he cannot boaſt of a ſingle drop of noble 
blood himſelf, yet is firmly reſolved that 

_<« ſome ſhall run in the veins of his grand» 
„children, and is firmly determined, to faſt» 
« en his danghter to no inferior title than a 
v peer of the realm: you therefore have no 
« other cards to play, but reaſſume your 
« former dignity and ſpirits, I'll introduce 
'« you, humour the old curmudgeon, flatter 
his daughter, and you will ſoon find your- 
«ſelf in poſſeſſion of a greater eſtate than 

ever belonged to the family of the Dar- 
lings: then, my lord, you may once 
<< more ſhine forth with your former eclat, 
« and indulge yourſelf in every pleaſure 

* your fancy ſhall point out: what ſay you, 

eon 1 « my 
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e my lord, to my plan of operatiom?ꝰ 
«Indeed, (replied my lord) at firſt your pro- 
% poſal ſeemed à little coarſe and rough, 
& but on ſecond thoughts, and a more mi- 
49 nute inſpection, I like them exceedingly, 
and am ready to proceed to buſineſs as 
% ſoon as you pleaſe to lead the road.“ 
« But ſoftly, my lord, (ſaid ſharply) ſoft- 
*« ly, do not let us make too much haſte 
« for fear we trip; ſuppoſe I fulfil my 
% promiſe, how am I to be rewarded, 

* for this act of frienſhip, the labourer, 
« my lord, you know, is always worthy 
« of his hire.” O! you may rely upon 


* my honour, (anſwered Darling). It“ 


« js true, my lord, (replied Sharply, with 
4 an archneſs of features peculiar to him- 
44 ſelf,) 1 would as ſoon rely upon your ho- 
4 nour, as I would upon any peer's in the 


% land, but till I have ſeen enough of the 


< world to know the ſignifisation of the 


. ords, Safe bind, ſafe find, therefore I 


< am willing to put my engagement in 


,- 68 * foroe, if your lordſhip will ſign an inſtru- 


« ment, 
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ec ment, to pay into the hands of William 
« Sharply or order, the ſim of two thou- 
« ſand pounds the day after your marriage, 
and then I am at your lordſhip's ſervice, 
« and will inſure you ſucces.” © With all 
« my heart, (anſwered the elated lord, ring- 
« ing for pen, ink and paper), the agtee- 
« ment ſhall be immediately drawn bp.” 
The waiter having brought the implements 
which have often been the inſtruments of | 
life and death; Sharply drew up the promiſ- 
ſory note, and the other with great — 
neſs ſigned it. 


The agreement thus ſettled and the bottle 
emptied, they fixed on a day to execute their 
plan of operations ; Sharply was to wait on 
his uncle before hand, and prepare the way. 
The peer, who earneſtly wiſhed to re}afſume 
his former ſplendor, waited impatiently for 
the time when his friend ſhould introduce 
him to the citizen's houſe;at length the hap- 
py hour arrived, and his lordſhip having ac- 
coutred himſelf in the moſt G *gant man- 

GC. ner, 
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ner, attended his antroducer. They pre- 
ſently came to the citizen's: houſe, who ha- 
ving had previous notice by his nephew, 
that. a nobleman was to dine with him, had 
ordered every thing in the moſt ſumptuous 
manner, and received the Peer with that 
blunt ſincerity which marks a worthy tradeſ- 
man. His Jordſhip, who by his travels, and 


the variety of company he had kept, had 


rendered himſelf no unentertaining compa- 
nion, ſoon ingratiated himſelf into the old 
citizen's favour, extolling the beauty and 
good ſenſe of his agreeable daughter to the 
ſkies, eſpecially in her abſence, when he 
was extremely laviſh of his encomiums on 
her. In this artful manner he tickled the 
old gentleman's vanity, which afliſted by 
the grandeur of his title, he ſoon gained 
permiſſion of him to pay his addreſſes to his 
daughter: this chief article being accom- 
pliſhed, he took his leave, in high eſteem 
With both the young lady and her father. 


1 
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It was not many days before his lordſhip 
returned to finiſh his attack on the female ; 7 
and as his perfon and addreſs was far from 


diſagreeable, joined to the gay and lively 


air he had acquired in his travels, it was no 
wonder he ſoon made an impreſſion on the 


tender heart of the innocent Maria, who, 


not converſant with the craft and diſſimula- 
tion of mankind, and unſuſpecting any de- 
ceit or artifice, ſoon yielded to the impor- 


tunate addreſſes of lord Darling; and hav- 


ing before obtained the old citizen's conſent, 


. Whoſe pride being greatly elated with the 


proſpe & of marrying his daughter to a coro- 
net, was in as great a hurry as his tordſhip, 

to have the marriage concluded: therefore 
a ſhort day was appointed, and Maria un- 
fortunately dignified with the title of Lapy 
DARLING. 


Lord Darling now found himſelf in poſ⸗ 


ſeſſion of a handſome wife and a handſome 
fortune, two very deſirable objects to a man 
CA who 
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who loved to indulge his paſſions. The no- 
velty of a married life, joined to the beauty 
and good ſenſe of his lady, kept my lord 
conſtantly at home, .and Maria was as bleſt 
as woman could wiſh : but the ſcene was 
too cloying for a youth who delighted in va- 
riety and pleaſure ; theſe were his favorite 
allurements, and he once more gave a.looſe 
to them. 8 


This alteration in his behaviour did not 
paſs unobſerved by Maria, but ſhe prudent- 
Iy reſolved not to take any notice of it, but 
endeavoured by every endearing method to 


regain her empire over him; but it was in 


vain, he met her endearments with reluc- 
tance, his anſwers to her were now com- 
anonly ſhort and angry, and inſtead of the ; 
Tmile he before wore on his countenance, 2 
Heavy frown now clouded his brow. This 
behaviour affected the lovely Maria, and ſhe 
repined in ſecret at the cold reception her 
endeavours met with, nor ever attempted 
47 | | in 
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in the leaſt to expoſtulate with him on his 
imprudent conduct, but let N 
« Concealment like a worm iꝰ th bud, prey 

on her damaſk cheek.” 

Although Maria did not mention her ſuſpi- 
cions or her grief to him, yet ſhe employed 

a a perſon to watch his ſteps, who often brought 
| her the aggravating news, that her huſband 
was revelling in the arms of a harlot. To 
any great extremities his lordſhip had not 
yet proceeded with his wife, forfear her fa- 
ther ſhould convey the reſt of his fortune in- 
to ſome other channel at his deceaſe; but 
this obſtacle being at length removed by the 
death of the old -gentleman, lord Darling 
was ſecure in the poſſeſſion of an immenſe 
treaſure, which made him encreaſe inſtead 
of abating his diſſipation and vices. - 


Grief, ill-uſage and deſpair had entirely 
altered the features of the once charming 
Maria, and had brought on a lingering de- 
cay, to which her approaching pregnancy 
was not the leaſt dreadful aſſiſtant to her 
C3 diſ- 
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diſorder. His lordſhip now ſeldom return- 
ed home, without being intoxicated with 
liquor, in which ſtate of lunacy he made no 
{cruple of ſtriking the lovely woman, who 
always uſed her utmoſt aſſiduity and care of 


him at thoſe times. One evening in parti- 


cular, when he returned from the gaming 


table, aſter a run of ill-luck, his lady en- 


deavoured by every. fond method to ſooth 


his anger, and coming up to him in a ten- 


der accent, My lord, (ſaid ſhe) will tell 


| 6 his Maria- the cauſe of his uneaſineſs, at 


the ſame time attempted to kiſs him: 
Woman,“ ſaid he, get hence, nor any 
cc longer trouble me with your imperti- 
« nence;” at the {ame time puſhing her 


from him with his utmoſt ſtrength, ſhe fell 


with violence on the floor; ſhe remain 


ed for ſome time ſenſeleſs, without the 
brute's obſerving her, but finding the did 
not kiſe, and perceiving her motionleſs, 


he began to bo alarmed, and immediately 


called up his ſervants to go for aſſiſtance: 


tke was immediately put to bed, and recar 


0 vered 


>, 
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vered of her ſwoon ; but alas! it was but a 


prelude to worſe conſequences, for ſhe was 
preſently after delivered of a dead child. 


The doctor, who perceived Maria's ap- 
proaching end, waited on his lordſhip, and 
informed him ſhe had not many hours to 
live. This ſudden news ſtruck for a while a 
damp on his libertine principles, and he now 


began to relent of the uſage he had been 


guilty of to a woman who adored him, and 
ſeating himſelf in a chair, with his head re- 


clined on his hand, repented of his folly, and 


for once ſhed real tears of ſorrow and con- 
enge WH 24:14 


- Maria who was.no ſtranger to the thort 


time ſhe had to remain in this world, fent 
2 a ſervant to him to requeſt a final leave 
of him. This was a ſecond anguiſh more 
trying than what he before felt, but he 


complied, went ſlowly up to her chamber, 


and drawing back the curtains, and fall- 
ing on his knee, he thus with tears ad- 
4 A. e dreſſed 
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dreſſed his dying wife: Oh! injured; Ma- 
ria, what a wretch am I, forgive, forgive 
«« your cruel huſband,” Tenderly taking 
him by the hand, ſhe faintly replied, < For- 
give you, my lord? Heavens is my wit- 
« neſs, 1 entertain not the leaſt ſpark of 


a < reſentment for your cruelty: I had long 
in ſecret ſilence bore with your proceed- 


« ings, and loved you fo much that I could 
« not tell you of your faults ; even in thoſe 
moments when your anger was the great- 
eſt, and in that moment that you ſtruck 


your fond Maria, I never complained; to 
Heaven I prayed for your amendment, 


and my pillow was the only friend I en- 
<« truſted with my grief; in your abſence I 


«© have pleaded your excufe, and ever en- 
< deavoured to hide your ill conduct from 
. * thoſe who reproached you behind your 


« back. Oh! my lord, as 1 feel the cold 
* hand of death with haſte ſtealing towards 
me, let me conjure you to throw off your 


* villainous companions, for your own 
fake, for the ſake of your dignity and 


« title, 
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© title, forſake your foibles, let not the peer 
be degraded by the ſharper, nor let the 
good qualities of lord Darling, Which 
« have long n dormant, be eclipſed by 
the infectious leſſons of treacherous friends 
« and baſe villains; now and then think of 
your poor Maria, and ſhould ever ano- 
ther wife bleſs your arms, let my misfor- 
tunes be a leſſon for you to uſe her,” She 
would have proceeded, but nature denied 
her the power, it was quite exhauſted, and 
giving my lord a tender look, expired in his 
arms. — 11 2 7 * 3 
| 147 

Lord Darling was now like z madmans 
he embraced the dead body, called on his 
dear Maria, and: execrated himſelf as the 
worſt of villians ; and it was with no little 
difficulty they were able to remove him out 


of the room. Many days were paſſed with 


great penitence by his lordſhip, and his be- 
haviour ſeemed to denote a thorough repent- 
ance, and the words of his late wife appear- 
ed to have made a deep impreſſion on his 

— mi. o 


— 
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mind. But time that can obliterate the 
ſtrongeſt characters, hy degrees effaced the 
thoughts of Maria, and he again renewed 
his former ſcenic of life, tholgh with. ſome- 
what more caution en 3% 
T0 Metier bo 3 1 | 
At was about this tim when I came into 
his poſſeſſion, whe this reſpectable noble- 
man Was uſing his utmoſt influence to have 
4 ſeat in: a ſenate, appointed to be the guar- 
dians over a nation, when he had not ſuf- 
cient .prudence'.nor. reſolution ta govern 
hiraſelf. Let us no quit this titled villain; 
and jog on with my new maſter to college. 
But as I have entered into a. new ſervice, it 
would not be conſiſtent to introduce-my new 
governor other wiſe than at the beginning o 
a een R | | 
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CHAP. It; 


ty” 


A few Werds on Idear, A College Scene. A 
Joeley. A Tavern, Hiſtary of Mrs, Lucy 

Lightairs. Love. Avarice, Hypocriſy, 
_ &c, &c., j 


HE general ideas which mankind 
form of places, perſons and things, 
proye very often vague, and on examina- 
tion they find the real picture widely differ- 
ent from the 1 Imaginary one the mind had 
cr ont | 


The idea of a college is with moſt people 
that'of a recluſe and retired place, ſet apart 
for ſtudy, where wiſdom. preſides, and where 

lly never ſhews her face; where youth are 
educated and well grounded in the princi- 
ple# 
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ples of religion and morality, their minds 
enlightened by every neceſſary branch of 
tearning, to enable them at a proper age to 
give leſſons of goodneſs and virtue to thoſe 
appointed tobe under their care, to turn the 
wicked from the paths of vice and diſſipa- 
tion, and by their own fair and godly cha- 
xaQter and deportment, endeavour to evince 
how amiable is religion, and how beautiful 
5 virtue. 

It is to be regreted, that although the 
above ſhould be the real ſcene, yet it is well 
known to thoſe who are the leaſt acquainted 

with a college, that many of them (I will 


not ſay ali widely differ from it; that lux- 
ary and pride, gluttony and diſſipation, riot 
and debauchery, are often the attendants. 
of the inſide of thoſe places, where, the 
preceptors ſhould be ſerious. and learned, 
and the ſtudents pliable and fond of inſtrucs 
tion, | 3 


* 
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I know it may be urged, that theſe learn- 


ed gentlemen commonly appear with a2 


formal gravity on their countenance ; but 


ſuc h who think that real, will find it only a a 


maſk, put on with their bands when they 
flir out of college; and the gay and lively 
air they wear within among themſelves, 
gives way to a ſupercilious frown and 2 
haughty ftride : this affected dignity is of 
fervice to keep up their neceſſary conſe- 
quence with the vulgar, who form a high 


opinion of them becauſe they aſſume a pom 


pous ſuperiority quite the reverſe to the hu- 


, mility their MASTER wore, and whole pre» | 


cepts they affect to inculcate. 


But to return to my adventures.— My new 
maſter being ſeated in the chariot of his pa- 


tron, which he hadobtained to convey him 


back to Oxford, was not long before hear- 
rived,” and was {et down before the Ses * 
whe college. 


»3 Tur ADVENTURES or 
- My maſter had no ſooner entered the col- 
lege, and ſtripped his robes off in his own 
apartment, but he haſtened to-the common 
room, where he received a hearty welcome 
from the many aſſembled together, to empty 
the bowls, bottles and other neceſſary ap- 
purtenances placed before them, in order to 
mortify the fleſh, and leave the mind at 
eaſe for ſtudy. Being ſeated, and having 
thrown off his gravity with his robes, he 
Joined the converſation-of his joyous chumg, 
and anſwered their demands of his lordſhip's 
health and other matters relative to the e- 
lection ironically, ſatirized his patron in a. 
. laughable: manner, and filling a bumper 
drank * to the ae 


- 


- Though this method of pate their time 

at college was a matter of ſurprize, it was 
fill greatly encreaſed, on ſeeing a ſprightly 
youth enter the room, dreſt tout a Pecurie 
with boots, buſkin breeches, and a- buff 
waiſtcoat cloſely cut round to the waiſtband. 

{ his breeches ;, his outer garment indeed. 
Was 


— —— - — — 
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was of the raven colour, but then his hair 
was ſmartly curled in his neck in a ſingle 
curl, and hung over his forehead as if it was 
intended to eclipſe his eye-brows; his hat 
was ſmall with a narrow brim; and bound 
with a little edging of gold lace. This Joc- 
key-like appearance received a . peculiar 
welcome from the company, which pro- 
claimed him of no little conſequence in 


their opinion, I preſently after learned 


that he was the only fon of a very great 
. Baronet, and that he-was deſigned for a very 
eminent ſtation. in the church. 


The youth made little reply to their queſ- 
tions after his welfare, but with the greateſt 
coolneſs flung himſelf in a chair, and ſtretch- 
ing his legs out to their utmoſt length, very 
deliberately began ſtriking them with his 
whip; uttering now and then an extraordi- 
_ nary ejaculation, which the company ob- 
ſerving, one of them aſked him what 
< ſport he had had at Bd races;” to 
which the other anſwered, ** _ 
. 


P 


A 


c was it, Sir C 
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« ill luck; never ſo taten in in all my life; 
his grace's filly beat us killow ; I had 
thought I was on the right fide, but I was 
e cut; never torn down fo before; flung 
« every heat; but as for the ready,. I don't 
“mind ſo much being run out of that, as 
© the fellow that toucked nie.” Pray who 
„ ſaid my maſter, 
« Oh! no leſs a perſonage than a baker; 
te but he was. dreſſed ſo much the thing, that 
there was no knowing but he was one of 
« 4;; he has cleared me of a cool hundred, 
« that's all, but I'll be /qzarewith him; I 
&* have ſmoothed Whipwell the groom. to-day 
& with a ten, and he's let me into the ſecret ; 
I know all their keels for to-morrow, and 
& III go with him for what he likes. But 
© come, I have an appointment to meet at 


_ eight; you muſt excuſe me for the pre- 


« ſent.” Unluckily for my maſter, the youth 


had occaſion to draw a freſh cork, to take a 


glaſs before he left the company ; ;. and. bor- 
rowed me of the chaplain for that purpoſe ; 
the noble groom ſeeing ſomething in me 

which 
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which tdok his fancy, put me in his pocket 
and walked out of the room with me, not- 4 
withſtanding all the intreaties of the other ON 79 4 
to return me. | | 


My new maſter, when he paſſed the gate 

of the college, left fomething in the porter's ' 
hand, at the ſame time whiſpering to him 
he ſhould not return that night. He made 
the utmoſt expedition to the ſign of the 
Winged Wiman in the High ftreet ; where he 
was conducted by the waiter into a roomy, 
in which was a handſome female, who met 
our college jockey with a warm embrace, 

that ſhewed ſhe was no novice in the devoirs 
of f Venus. After a glaſs or two had paſſed, 
I found by their diſcourſe, that my maſter , 
had diſcovered this young lady at the races, . == 
but being then too bug to mind the affairs f 
of love, he had made an appointment with 
her. to meet at this tavern in the evening. 
As my maſter had grank pretty freely in the 
prior part of the day, he was ſomewhat 
elevated with the liquor, which joined to | 
his 


«2 
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bis natural warmth of temper made him 
propoſe to the lady to retire to ref, which 


=# 


was immediately accepted : but as we would 
not with to diſturb their repoſe, we ſhall for 
very obvious reaſons, here draw the cur- 
tains, and for a while cloſe the ſcene, 


* — ! 


In the courſe of the evening the amorous 
Ain had found means to wheedle me from 


my maſter; therefore while the lovers are 
repoſing, I ſhall take an opportunity to re- 
— the _— of wy preſent miſtreſs. | 


© Mes, Livy Lightairs (for that was her 
wan) was the daughter of a very eminent 
tradeſman in the city of London: her pa- 
rents beſtowed on her a very eaſy tender 


| education. She was early ſent to boarding- 


ſchool, and there learnt all the romantic 


ideas which the young part of the ſex learn 
one from another: when ſhe was taken from 
ſchool, the tender ſcenes of novels and ro- 


mances not a little helped to ripen her mind 
for love: but with all theſe ſhe was endowed. 
: with 
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with a great portion of abilities; her heart 
was naturally free, open and generous; her 
temper gay, lively and volatile; it was no 
wonder therefore ſhe was ready to receive 
the ſoft impreſſion of love, which as yet Ba 
had only heard the name of, 


SS * 
It was not ris e'er her das attracted 
the eyes of a youth, whoſe face was manly, 
his figure genteel, and his whole perſon form- 
ed to conquer the heart of a female more 
acquainted with the world than Lucy, In 
ſhort, he made his addreſſes to her, and by 
his aſſiduity and attendance ſoon gained a 
reciprocal affection. Her parents obſerved 
the growing intimacy of the lovers, and en- 
quiring into his circumſlances and character, 
found the firſt but indifferent, but the laſt 
truly amiable and unexceptionable. As 
money is the darling paſſion of age, they re- 
ſolved to ſacrifice their daughter's happineſs 
to their idol; and the next time Miſe Lucy's 
favourite appeared, the old gentleman for- 
bid him the houſe; in vain the youth at- 


tempted 


1 


£& 
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tempted to remonſtrate, words were of no 
effect, he was told the match was diſagtee- 
"able; and requeſted never to appear within 
the doors again. 

Lucy who did not know any thing of her 
father's peremptory determination, waited 
impatiently ſeveral days for her lover's re- 
turn; at laſt a letter came, ſhe immediately 
knew the hand, broke the feal with —_— 
ee read as . ON. 


„ * Fe . 
4 N your father's orders I am doomed to 
* be unhappy, he has ordered me in 
« the er ker, terms to with- hold any far- 
« ther addreſſes to you; I would fain have 
% known his particular reaſons, but he 
« would give me no other anſwer, than it 
% was difagreeable to him, and inſiſted up- 
% on my never more returning to his houſe- 
« Since this abſolute command I hear he 
«© has been enquiring about my fortune and 
„ character, and I find my being deficient , 
0 Ra in 
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4 in the firſt is the ſale reaſon of his refuſing | 
me as his ſon-in-law, Believe me, dear 


< Lucy, none of ſuch mean narrow motives 
« ever entered my mind; but as I have 
« placed my affections on you, they ſhall 
<< for ever remain inviolable, and I will ex- 
« ert my utmoſt power to remove this ob- 
< jection. I have lately obtained a compa- 
ny in the Eaſt India ſervice, and ſhall fail 
from England this evening; I would wil- 
« lingly take a perſonal farewell of my Lu- 
4* cy, but as it is out of my power, I muſt 
"> tabs my leave of her in this manner; and 
« with-her all health and happineſs, what- 
ever becomes of her | 
Faithful Lover 
FRANCISs HearTLy.” 


She had no ſooner read this epiſtle, but 
giving a ſhriek, ſhe fell into a ſwoon. Her 
father and mother were greatly ſurpriſed at 
it, as they really loved her, and could not 
imagine the cauſe ; but the letter, which 
ſhe had dropped, ſoon explained the mat- 

| : ter, 
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ter, She was immediately put to bed, and 
2 violent fever enſued, and little hopes of 
her life expected. When the parents found 
what their imprudence had occaſioned, they 
would willingly have recalled their cruel 
mandate, but it was too late. 


Although her illneſs was very ſevere, yet 


her youth overcame it, and time reconciled 


her ſomewhat to her fate; one great aid to 
which was, the promiſe her father had made 
her, that ſhould her lover return, he would 

ot object to their union. But many Weeks 
had not paſſed over her head, before ſhe 
found herſelf peſtered with the addreſſes of 


a new lover, quite the reverſe of the former; 
* It. 1s true, her preſent admirer was a rich, 


induſtrious and aſſiduous tradeſman, and 
one who ſeldom ftirred from his houſe, on 
any other motive than when buſineſs bec- 
koned him; but then his diſpoſition was ſul- 
len, moroſe, opinionated and avaricious, 2 
temper quite the reverſe of her own, and 


which ſhe deſpiſed. Such a man muſt needs 


be thought diſagreeable to a girl of Lucy's 
3 . turn 
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turn of mind, and ſhe rejected him 50 his 
addreſſes with diſdain. 


Her father and mother who trongly wiſh- 
ed for an alliance. with Mr: Groveling, (for 


that was the name of her preſent adorable). 


were often hinting to her the riches he was 
poſſeſſed of, his induſtry, and other extraor- 
dinary qualifications, which they deemed 


eſſential neceſſaries to make a woman hap- 


| py; but to give them their due, they always 
ended their hints by ſaying, they would ne- 
ver force her inclinations. To all ſuch ha- 


rangues Lucy would only remind them of 


their promiſe, and always aſſured them that 
if her former lover (whom ſhe looked ypon 
28 her huſband, and had no right to marry 
any other in his life-time) ſhould die, every 
man would be the ſame in her eyes, and ſhe 
ſhould have no objection to obey their com- 
mands, and marry whom they ſhould ap- 


point. 


The | 
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The old couple, who had a ſtrong natural 
love for their daughter, as they found their 
propoſal of Groveling rejected by her, ac- 
quainted him the next time he came, of her 
diſlike to him, and begged him to deſiſt 
from his addreſſes to her, as ſhe was reſolved 
not to marry any one while her former lover 
was on this fide the grave. Groveling heard 
this ſtroke with patience, talked of his ten- 
der affection for Miſs Lucy in ſtrong terms, 
and ſaid, he would wait till a happier op- 
portunity ſhould offer. But though Grovel- 
ing had made this pretended reſignation, 
yet he was determined not to be daunted 
at trifles; his avaricious ſoul had fixed its 
ſeat of bliſs on the eſtate of the old man, 
and though he had no real love for Miſs Lu- 
Cy, he had a very great regard for; the 
wealth ſhe was to be poſſeſſed of; he there- 
f;ore very artfully propoſed a ſcheme to com- 


pleat his ideas of * and make uf 
miſerable. . f 


„ Since 
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Since then (ſaid 'Groveling to the fa- 
ther and mother) I muſt reſign all my pre- 
* tenſions to your lovely daughter, Heaven 
«is my witneſs with what regret and pain 
] doit; but as there is a more happy man 
« in the way, and as I ſhould be forry to be 
the means to make 2 ſingle creature un- 
« kappy, I mult quit every thought of hap-' 
« pineis myſelf.” * lam extremely uneaſy 
<< (replied tha mother) that we cannot bring 
e the match about; but you ſee, Mr. Gro- 
« yelling, you ſee it is impracticable; we 
have uſed every perſuaſion in our power. 
« Madam; (replied he) I am indebted great- 


« ly to you for your intereſt, and had pla- 
ced in my mind 2 double portion of feli- 


«city, by martying Miſs Lucy; I ſhould 
not only have been poſſeſſed of an amia- 
„ble wife, but have gained a prudent and 


* ſenfible parent: but ſince Kin are id, a. 
* (continued he, fishing) we muſt e'en far- | 


«get theſe proſpects as we do a dream. 
«6 There is no hope !—there is one way, if 


6 tm was dead; indeed, but there is no like- 
D „ lihood 
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% lihood of that,” Ay, (anſwered the 

old gentleman) was he but dead, you then 
« would be ſure of ſucceſs, as ſhe could not 
« retract from her promiſe,” After a little 

pauſe, Groveling haſtily uttered, * It might 
«© be done, the ſcheme would be practica- 
ble; but it may be deemed a wrong ac- 
« tion; but policy is allowed in love as well 
as in war.“ The aged couple, who wiſhed 
earneſtly for the union, was eager to know 
the meaning of theſe ſudden ſentences, 28, 
if there was any probability of ſucceeding, 
they would willingly aſſiſt. I was think - 
ing, (replied the artful hypocrite) that as 
« the e happineſs of my future life cen-' 
1c ters in your daughter, and as the perſon 

<« on whom her heart is fixed may likely ne- 
« yer return, it would be rather a prudent 

« method to contrive a letter which ſhould 

"0 contain an, account of his death: this 
, contrivance may be the means of Miis 
cc Lucy' s then giving up every thought, but 
% of comply ing with your commands; I. 


25 mhall be the happieſt of men; and a ſhort 
: 40 tims 


bg 
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« time joined to the love ſhe will find I bear 
* her, will call her affection from a man 
„ ſhe is never likely of ſeeing again.“ 


This ſcheme pleaſed Lucy's parents; but 
they had ſome little apprehenſions of ſuch a 
diſcovery throwing her again into à fit of 
illneſs ſhe had ſcarcely recovered from. But 
Grovelling by his artifice and perſuaſions 
ſoon quieted every ſcruple; the next article 
therefore, and which was the chief. that 
ſtruck them, was, who ſhould be the perſon 
to perform the epiſtolary part; but Grovel- 
ing offering his ſervice, the whole manages 
ment was left to him. 
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Anat her Perſon introduced. A Fright. An 
uncammon Animal. A. Bribe rejected. 4 
Letter; the Effects thereof, A Marriage 
er. enn ; 
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LUMED with the feces of his pr 

on the parents, he haſtened home to 
8 the epiſtle for the daughter: but 
though practice had given him a capacity 
dufficient to tranſact the common modes of 
buſineſs, yet nature and education had de- 
nied him the abilities to write a few words 
that would bear the examination of a ſpell. 
ing book. This unfortunate circumſtance 
ſomewhat took away the pleaſure he had 
conceived in the enterprize ; but as he had 
plenty of money, and judging of the opi- 
bons of other perſons by his own, he had 
TERS | no 


* 
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no doubt of being able to accompliſh any 
deſign * means of that powerful ingre- 
dient. | 


Groveling had often remarked at a neigh- 
bouring houſe, a man who lodged there, 
and whom he was informed had a claflical 
education ; but at that time he and his fa- 
mily were greatly diſtreſſed. To this perſon 

therefore our hero reſolved to apply, and 
had not the leaſt conception in his mind, 
that he would refuſe to perform the epiſto- 
lary part for a trifling gratification, le had 
no ſooner bethought himſelf therefore of 
this expedient, but he reſolved to put it in 
practice, and immediately ſent for the ney 
Tholar, 


; 


The ſcholar who was refle&ting on Mean. 
happy fate, and pondering on what he 
| ſhould proceed on to ſave his ſtarving fami- 
ly, was not a little alarmed at the ſummons; ; 
and as he knew he had a few debts againſt 


him, he ſtrongly refuſed to deſcend from his 


Jorma region, till his landlord came up, and 
D 3 with 
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with his own mouth aſſured him of the reali- 
ty of the meſſage, 


Creditors, priſons and jailors, thus dif- 
pelled from the brain of the ſcholar, by the 


magical word of his landlorg, he ventured 


into a leſs, rareſied air, and following the 
ſervant, was conducted into the parlour 
where Groveling was ſeated; who no ſooner 
ſaw the ſpectre before him, with all the rags 
that hung about him, than he could ſcarce- 
ly ſorbear laughing; but ſlifling his rifble 
#aculties, and faliening the door, he defired 
the needy wretch to be ſeated, ans thus ad- 
1 him. 


el have been ms; young man, of 
* your abilities and your diſtreſſes, and as 1 


« would always act the Chriſtian part, I 
* think it my duty to employ thoſe perſons 
 * who are molt in need of it: as at preſent 


« T have occaſion for a perſon to aſſiſt me 


« in my counting-houſe, I have pitched 


upon you, and from the koneft character 


« 1 bare heard of * I make no doubt of 


66 your 


<= 
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your diſcharging the truſt I ſhall repoſe in 


„ % with ſecrecy and fidelity.“ “ Sir, 


« (anſwered the other) your favour overs 

« powers me ; *tis true I am reduced to the 
« utmoſt diſtreſs, and this ſudden proſpect 
of relief, ſo unexpected, will not per- 
me ſufficient words to expreſs my grati- 


* tude: as for ſecrecy and fidelity, in what- 


C ever you ſhall be pleaſed to entruſt me 


« with, Icall the Almighty to witneſs, who 


till now has ſhielded me and mine with 
his protecting hand, I never will divulge, 
nor ſhall my grateful heart ever wrong ſo 

. generous 2 benefactor.” | 


Groveling was highly pleaſed: with his 


progreſs thus far, and to enſure his ſucceſs, 
de placed a guinea in the ſcholar's hand; 
told him, © that was only for his preſent re- 


« lief, but as he merited his confidence he 
« would increaſe his benefactions.“ This 
preſent took ſo powerful an effect on the 
thankful mind of the needy youth, that 


tears flowed from his eyes in abundance, 


and the expretſion in his countenance plain- 
g D 4 ly 
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Jy teſtified his grateful feelings. But how 
Arangely was the ſcene altered, when Gro- 
„ veling, who now thought it à proper oppot- 
tunity to get bim to draw up the epiſtle, 
whilü he was ſo elated with the fight of the 
gold. As I am not entirely prepared for 
you at preſent, (ſuys 'Groveling) I ſhalt 
<. only {employ you new to write 2 letter; 
it is upon à particular occaſion, 2 "few 
words will do; but as I fold you before, | 
.<« ſecrecy muſt be depended upon.” The | 
| other bowed confent; and Groveling ; ſoon | 
3k produced the neceſſary” zppurtenances for 
_—_ - writing, and thus proceeded: 


1 But as it would be needleſs to ö mention 
4 =. what has been before related, ſuffice. it to 
| fly, that Groveling acquainted him with 
J ' the whole circumſtance, only concealing the 
"588 names of the perſons, The youth heard 

| | bim out, but conld ſcarcely reſtrain giving 
. g utterance to the honeſt indignation that this 
4 'helliſh icheme raiſed in his, breaſt; but he 
_ =——_ no ſooner found that his ſudden friend only 
Z +" * * 5 wanted 


Py 
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wanted to make him the inſtrument of a 


baſe action, than haſtily riſing from his ſeat, 
and with an uncommon warmth, throwing 
his guinea on the table, he thus addreſſed 


him, or rather upbraided him: © When, 


« Sir, you offered me your aſſiſtance to aſ- 
« fiſt me, I was happy with the thoughts 
« of being able to'gaia a ſupport for nity in- 
« creaſing family ; I accepted your offer as 
the kind offer of a Chriſtian, and when 
« you preſented me with that piece of gold, 

« (which I now return to you) I looked upon 
you as an angel ſent for my relief; but 
« little did I imagine, that your actions 
« were falſe, and your generoſity only 2 | 


s temptation for my performance of an act 


„at the thoughts of which my conſcience 
* recoils : No, Sir, think not, that, bes 


**canſe I am thus clothed in rags, I can be 0 


„ tempted to join in ruining the peace of 
« a perſon whom I never ſaw, and who 


* might be the innocent victim to artiſioe 


and forgery : Providence, which hither- 


* 2 has not deſerted me, will I am con- 


ſcious 


— 
= 
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77 ſeious ſtill protect me, through all my 
on ditlreſſes; nor fear I, though at preſent 
reduced almoſt to the verge of poverty, 
= * but the time will come, when better days 
—_ « will ſhine o'er my head, and I ſhall be 
3 able to reflect with pleaſure, that I refu- 
8B « ſed the artful bribe of a wealthy villain.” 
. The youth having finiſhed his harangue, 
= took an abrupt leave, and left Groveling in 
atoniſkment, meditating o'er the. folly (as 
| be termed it) of the ſcholar, who refuſed 
EP Keeping reliec when it was offered him. 


1 ' | "It is well known, that thoſe who are bent 
= Y vpoa-committing vicious deeds, never ſpare 
F : — 24 pains to accomplith their purpoſe ; and 
it was not long e'er Groveling, found a per · 
ſon mote pliable to bis kumous, and had a 
| letter wrote addreiled to Miſs Lucy, to ace 
8 berof The death of her lover. e 


©This grand point no ſooner. 88 
but he waited on old Lightairs and his wife, 
and communicated to them the contents.of 
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te epiſtle. They highly applauded it, and 
| a day was fixed for the execution of their 
project. One day, therefore, when they 


were at tea, the letter was delivered into the 


young lady's hands: as the ſuperſcription 
was entirely unknown to her, ſhe eagerly 
opened it, and read as follows, | 


„Madam, 


17 is with great reluctance that I am obli- 

ged to write to you on a diſagreeable ſub- 
ject; but the reiterated commands of a dy- 
ing friend compel me to comply: be not 
alarmed, therefore, at hearing that Capt. 
Heartly was a few days ago ſhot by a muſ- 
quet ball, in approaching too near the en- 
trenchments of the enemy, and in a few 
hours after he expired, beloved and regreted 


by the whole army. With his dying breath 


he requeſted me to inform you of his fate, 
and wiſhed you to enjoy that happineſs with 
another, which had be ever lived to have 


Ai!“ | 
4445 4 
| / 


deen 


to which the father as often begged him to 
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been united with you, would have droves 

eee bei a1 YI 2 
lam, dear Madam; 

8 eite 2544 19414 eee, Wes: 

eat [tal 454 W. en 


: 


F ©'s KL 


She had 8 * bee — Pa 


a filent melancholy ſpread over her counte- 
nance, and no longer able to remain in the 
room, the gave the letter to her mother, 
and withdrew. The old couple were fear- 
ful leſt this raſh, proceeding might produce 


the eſſe they had ſuſpe ded, and renew her 


ilneſs; but it happened othetwiſe: her 
melancholy continued for many days, and 
zonfined her to her chamber. In the mean- 
-while, Groveling frequently came to enquire 
aſftes her welfare; and the ſucceſs of his 
ſcheme, | often / hinted to the parents his 
wiſhes forthe completion of bis happineſs, 


deſiſt from, till time had worn ſomewhat ef 
the gloom that at preſant hung ovet hie 


Mis 


daughter, 
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Miſs Lucy by degrees began to be recon- 
eiled to her fate, and as ſhe believed the real- 
ity of her lover's death, ſheonce more appear- 
ed with her uſual gaity ; Groveling thought 
it now a proper time to renew his addreſſes, 
which were ſtrongly backed by her parents, 
whoſe authority joined to her former pro- 
miſe, and the thoughts of being able to 
ſhine in a higher ſphere, and eclipſe ſome 
of her former companions (no little bias to 
female vanity) got the aſcendency over her 
reaſon, and ſhe forfeited all ber former ideas 
of love and ha ppinefs, to her duty, her am- 
. bition and pride: in ſhort, the conſented, 
'and the day was fixed in which the was to 
Plunge berſelf in a gulph of ruin and miſery, 


2 
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ce ling's Marriage, 4 Matrimonial Scene. 
- Lucy finds naw Companions ; gains a Ciciſ- 
bee, A Diſcovery. Parting, Cc. 


VERY thing thus far ſeemed to ſucceed 
proſperouſly according to the plan of 


*Groveling; and he impatiently waited for 


the day that was to put him in poſſeſſion of 


the chief object of his wiſhes. The fortune 
'that Lucy was to bring with her, was the 


only article that made him look on her as 
an agreeable companion for life: beauty, 
ſenſe and other accompliſhments were look - 


ed over by him: gold was the idol he adored, 


and to which he ſacrificed every ornamental 


vir tue. f 
The 
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The hoary ſage, who appears to wing his 
way with redoubled flight to the wretch 
whodreads the approaching hour, and ſeems 
to move with heavy pinions to him who has 
a pleaſing proſpe in view, brought forth 
the day in which Lncy was to be led a vic- 
tim to the altar of Hymen, and to give her 
hand to a man the deſpiſed: he accepted of 
it with ſeeming raptures, was uncommonly 
chearful the whole day, and even once or 
twice attempted at a few ſtrokes of wit, in 
anſwer to the cultomary jokes n on * 
| by the company. 


| Lacy, who to comply with the com- 
mands of her parents, and likewiſe to grati- 
iy a little portion of vanity ſhe was tainted 
with, had plunged herſelf in a gulph of 
ſery; and ſoon found; that ſhe had quitted 


A road of felicity for one of infelicity. In- 


deed, the novelty of a married life for 
while ſmoothed over the natural roughneſs 
af Groveling's features; but though a few 

weeks paſſed thus eaſy and quiet, yet as 
| there 


” 44 1 
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there was no real love on either fide to eon- 
tinue it, his former temper ſoon re- appeared, 
and his ſullen and moroſe behaviour con- 
vinced Lucy of what ſhe was to expe from 
ſuch a huſband, whoſe converſation was not 


the leaſt formed to conquer the heart of a 
32952 


She at firſt indulged ki 8 in pri- 
vate, and a filent tear would ſometimes 
trickle down her cheek, in remembrance 
of her former love; and the compariſon ſhe 
made in her own mind between him̃ and her 
preſent huſband, did not aſſiſt in the leaſt to 
make her incline to have any better opinion 
of him; and Groveling, who attributed her 
grief to the right cauſe, uſed * = with 
the iv ogt brutality, 


4. 


-/ "Thus" Staxted, and finding no content= 

nent of pleaſure at home, the made an ac- 
quiintarce with ſeveral of her gay neigh- 
dom of her own ſex, joined in their amuſe. 


* 
w# 4 * 
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ments to diſpel her melancholy, and in 2 
ſhort time became one of the coterie, 


The difference ſhe found between the 
ſcenes ſhe ſaw out of doogs, contraſted with 
thoſe'within, rendered her own houſe a pri- 
ſon to her, and the was now never happy, 
but when the was accompanying her female 
friends to different patties of pleaſure, You 
may imagine her proceedings did not pleaſe 
a man of her haſban@s avaricious turn; "but 
ſhe had been ſo well tutored by her compa- 
ons, that The paid no regard to bis wor 
| nor his threats, and would often oblige him 
to be filent, by dint of the peculiar: method 
mne had learned; for it is certain, few females 
in the world know better how to gain a ſu- 
premacy over their lords and maſters, than 
the worthy dames of the tradeſmen of the 
elty of London. " 

Auctions, balls, aſſemblies, plays, con- 
certs, and other polite recreations, now took 
up her whole time, and ſhe continually had 
# # 
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Aa number of gallants to ſquire her from 
place to place; but one in particular was 
formed to compleat her ruin. Cap, P 
had for ſome time been. very attentive to 
her perſon and pleaſures, and as he was of a 
briſk and lively diſpoſition, and one-whom 
every female ſung the praiſe of, a ſtrict inti- 
macy enſued between them; and ſhe caſt 
not the leaſt reflection back, that the courſe 
ſhe was purſuing was contrary to the die- 
tates of Nane, ſenſe and r | 


Fler huſband whe kept ſpies contantly on 
ber conduct, and who had obtained all in 
his power from her parents, only waited for 
an opportunity to ſhake her from his fide, 
and it was not long before one offered. 
The captain having complimented Lucy to 
the Pantheon one evening when there was 2 
maſked ball, was reſolved to accompliſh his 
deſign that night upon her virtue; and 
when the was warmed and enlivened by the 
general ſplendor of the place, and the throng 
'of the company, he propoſed to her to re- 
1 itre 
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tire into one of thoſe private rooms ſet apart 
for ſcenes of debauchery and diſſipation, 
under pretence of taking ſome refreſhment; 
and there with little perſuaſion ſhe yielded 
to the intreaties of a kneeling lover, and 
violated her marriage-oath. But how great 
was the aſtoniſhment of the happy pair, 
when the door was on a ſudden burſt open, 
and her huſband (who had been obſervant 
on her actions the whole evening diſguiſed 
in a maſk), entered, accompanied with ſeve- 


ral of his companions, Lucy ſhrieked, and | 


fainted in the arms of her lover, while the 
cuckold with the greateſt coolneſs turned 
round to his friends whom he had brought 
with him to be witneſſes of his wife's ſhame ; 
“ You ſee, gentlemen, (faid he) you ſee 
my ſuſpicions were not ill grounded; the 
woman whom I have treated with the 
moſt tender uſage ſince ſhe has been my 
wife, has proved falſe to my bed; never 
» ſhall the enter my door again. As for 
you, captain, I ſhall leave that faithleſs 
« woman to TE. protection ; no doubt the 
| * loſ e 
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* love you bear each other will make you 
% happy together, and your pay will be able 
to ſupport her in a manner becoming a 
« captain's lady, and better than ever ſhe 
« appeared as a tradeſman's wife ; therefore 
ve you have my free will to conduct the lady 
„ to what quarters you think proper,” 

Having ſaid this, he turned on his heel, 151 
left his wiſe in the arms of his cieilbeo. 


It was a bY time before the captain could 
Tecover the fainting fair, and then only to 
fall into freſh fits; at length the came a little 
to herſelf, and ated in a diſtracted manner, 
till a flood of tears ſomewhat relieved her; 
the captain, who had been all ſurprized and 
confuſed before, began to think what he 
ſhould do with the female preſent, Groveling 
had made him; to take the lady home to his 
own lodging was not practicable, as he lived 
with an old uncle on whom he was entirely 
dependent, and to take her into any other, 
would be bringing on himſelf an expence 
bis pay would not very well afford; but as 

he 
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he had a nice ſenſe of honour, and, as moſt o 
the gentlemen of the ſword generally are, 
generous, though guilty of the follies of 
youth, he reſolved. to take her to. a houſe 
noted for the accomodation of good-natured, 


damſels; to this place therefore he propoſed 


to her to go as his own lodgings, and Lucy 
not perceiving any other method to take i in 
her preſent dilemma, conſented, and ac- 
companied her gallant. to her ne, apart · 
ments. | 


A ſhort time weaned her to. her preſent 
fate, and what greatly aſſiſted thereto, was 
the company of her enamorata, who was 
ſeldom from her ; and had it laſted the would 
have been extremely bappy; ; one thing. i in- 
deed gave her far more uneaſineſs than all 


the reſt, the diſpleaſure of her parents, from 


whom ſhe had not heard, and to whom ſhe 
dared not write, would ſometimes, throw a 
melancholy thought o'er her mind, in the 
cool moments of reflection : but as the cap- 
| | tain 
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tain ſtrove all in his power to entertain and 


amuſe her, ſueh We did not laſt long. 


Though ſhe ate herſelf 15 / and 
had only to dread that the affection of the 


captain would change, and Indeed ſhe was 
here not miſtaken; for though the novelty 
of the whim at firſt pleaſed the ſoldier, yet 


the volatile ſparks began to aſcend, and his 
ardour began to cool upon enjoyment. A 
freſh engagement with another female cauſ- 
ed him to repeat his viſits more ſeldom to 
Lucy, and made him reſolve entirely to 
break with her. One evening therefore 
when ſhe was gone to take a walk, he took 
_ occaſion to leave a letter on the table, and 
vaying the landlady the arrears that were 
due, telling her at the ſame time he ſhould 
have no farther occaſion for her apartments, 
nor ſhould anſwer any farther demands on 


1 him for them. 


The captain had FM left the houſe 
when Lucy returned ; ſhe was ſurprized at 
hearing 
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hearing her lover had been there, but was 
much more ſo when the old woman ac- 
quainted her he had paid her for the rent of 
her apartments, and ſhould have no longer 
any occaſion for them. Lucy immediately | 
flew up Rairs, and perceiving a letter on the 'q | 

| 


table, ſhe eagerly broke the ſeal, and read 
the ROY ſentence. 


«4 Dear WV : „tete 1 


Y regiment being ordered to be ſta- ' 

; tioned abroad, and the love I bear i 

you not allowing me the power of a formal _— 
parting, I therefore take this abrupt leave, | F 4 
wiſhing you to endeavour to reconcile mat- WW. 
ters with your friends, as the only means to | : 
reſtore you to real repoſe again. In order to ) A 
ſupply any preſent exigencies, in the enclo- | 9 
ſed you will find à bank note for twenty - I 
pounds, Adieu, dear Lucy, adieu, and for b 
ever. Pa 9 


- Her Gtuation, on receiving this ſtroke. 
may be eafily conceived, ſhe was all fur- 
Pr ize, 


9 9 


92 Tax ADVENTURES or 
prize, and remained ſometime in ſilence, at 
laſt giving vent to her reſentment, * Baſe 
* ungrateful wretch, (ſaid ſhe) who haſt 
been my ruin, thy villainy hath brought 
« inſamy on my character, robbed me of 
« my friends, and now leſt me in a ſtate of 
« wretchedneſs: Heavens! what a portion 
« of miſery is mine, and where ſhall I take 
« ſhelter for my future relief!” She was 
venting. theſe expreſſions, and did not ob- 
ſerve. her landlady in the room all the time. 
Do not afflict yourſelf, Madam, (ſaid the 
& old hypocrite, who was uſed to her trade), 
« you are .not the firſt young woman that 
bas been deceived by mankind; come, 
« dry up thoſe. tears, 1 warrant you need 
not fear of ſupport; young and handſome 
« 2s you are, thouſands would be glad to be 
66 acquainted with you; never fear but a 
« day or two will bring ſome new loyer as 
6 fond and as IG as s the laſt,” 


% 


Lucy who was not yet initiated into a vi- 
cCious courſe of life, her late proceeding ha- 
ving 


* 
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ving been rather occaſioned by an act of im- 
prudence and- intoxication than any thing 
elſe, ſhuddered at the propoſal of the old 
beldame, begged her to deſiſt from ever 
mentioning ſuch things to her, that ſhe was 
reſolved for the future to get her livelihood 
honeſtly, and ſupport her miſerable ſitua- 
tion by the help of- her. hands, -and not by 
any vicious method. 


The landlady, who perfectly knew how 
to engraft herſelf into the diſpoſition of 
people, begged her pardon, told her ſhe 
was only joking, and applauded her for her 
virtuous reſolution, telling her at the ſame 
time, ſhe would endeavour to get her ſome 
plain work, as ſhe was acquainted with x 
number of genteel families who would keep 
her conſtantly employed : Lucy thanked 
her, and the other took her leave, rejoicing 
with herſelf that ſhe had ſo far gained her 
point, and was in hopes of gaining a'bird 
which would greatly ornament her cage. 


E : | To 
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To fulfil her promiſe therefore to Lucy, 
but more to compleat her own intereſt, ſhe 
{allied out to an old letcher, who kept her 
in.conſtant pay as a procureſs for him, She 
was no ſooner admitted to him, than ſhe 
acquainted him of her meſſage, with all the 
alluring circumſtances of her beauty, youth, 
wit, Sc. The other was in raptures at the 
news, was for going immediately to the 
Venus that was painted to him, and promil- 
ed to reward the procureſs in a handſome 
manner. The old bawd who knew how to 
play her cards, told the old letcher, that he 
muſt not be in ſo great haſte; ** for (added 
c ſhe) as the young lady is a perfect virgin, 
% and extremely ſcrupulous of her. virtue, 
« there muſt be ſome neceſſary ſteps taken 
* to inſure your. ſucceſs.” „I like it the 
© better, (anſwered the other) the more 
« difficulty the greater the prize appears 
« when obtained; tell me then, the neceſ- 
« ſary ſteps to be taken, and I'll begin the 
attack.“ She immediately therefore told 


him of Lucy's intentions of earning her 
2 bread 
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bread by plain work, and her promiſe of 
aſſiſting her; © therefore (added the) if your 
% honour will give me leave to carry her a 
e pair of ruffles or fo to make, with orders 
« to bring them home to your houſe, you 
« will then have a fair opportunity of gain- 
“ ing your purpoſe.” This propoſal being 
approved. of, he put a purſe in her hand, 
bidding her at the ſame time to purchaſe 
| ſome lace, or what ſhe pleaſed with it, to 
purſue her intended ſcheme. | 


Lucy was exceedingly pleaſed when her 
landlady returned, and gave her the ruffles 
to make. Iwill not detain youwith minute 
particulars; ſuffice it, that Lucy compleat - 
ed them and carried them home according 


to deſire. The old letcher received her, 


and notwithſtanding the reſolutions ſhe had 
before taken, yet the offers that were made 
overbalanced her virtue, the thoughts of 
living in a ſplendid ſtate, without labour, 
contraſted to that of poverty and want, 


made her comply with the propoſal of the 


E 2 letcherous 
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tetcherous old batchelor, and ſhe was now 
_—_ in Wneping a ſecond time. 


7 he death of her ne a ſhort time af- 
terwards left her at liberty again, and every 
tdea of 'virtue now obliterated, ſhe purſued 
the path ſhe had entered into without re- 
gret, and was at different times the proper- 
ty-of the peer, the ſquire, the tradeſman 
and others. We ſhall not follow her thro? 
the different ſcenes ſhe paſſed through while 
with them, only obſerve, that when ſhe 
caught the eye of the collegian ſhe was in 
the poſſeſſion of a noted jockey, who had 
left her at the races, to find her way up to 
toun 9 nn | 
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CH AP VE 


Acquires a new Miftreſs.. Goes into the Sire 

vice of Captain Fearleſs. A gaſcinade De- 

ſeription of an Atheiſt. A Trial of e 
15 droll Acci den t, &. | 


A Mong che varlzey of different hands I 
141 paſſed through, it muſt neceſſarily be 
imagined, that the lives of many of them 
poſſeſſed nothing remarkable, or materially 

worthy of notice; ſuch was my lot after I 
left Mrs, Lucy Lightairs ; who having left 
me next morning on the dreſſing- table, I 
was perceived by the chambermaid, who 
immediately made me her property, and 
deeming me a proper object for a preſent to 

2 favourite waiter, I was transferred to his 
care; but in his poſſeſſion I remained not 
E 3 many 
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many days, for he ungratefully fold this to- 
ken of his miſtreſ?'s love to a half pay offi- 
Ter, who was travelling to Newport in the 
ſilage, which had ſtopped at that inn accord- 
ing to its uſual cuſtom. 


Captain Fearleſs, for that was the name 
of my new maſter, was one of thoſe heroic 
mortals, who deal more in words than ac- 
tions, and: make a greater uſe of their 
tongues than their ſwords: he had long pro- 
feſſed the character of an Atheiſt, and was 
fond of ſhewing his ſuperior ſenſe, by tax- 
ing every perſon who allowed of a Deity 
with weakneſs of underſtanding ; but tho? 
be thus publicly. boaſted. of his unbelief, he 
was perpetually terrified in private at the 
leaſt thoughts of futurity, and would at · 
tempt to wipe off his daily ſcore of ſins by 
a ſilent prayer when he went to bed. Many 
ſuch human beings as the captain there are 
in-this world, who to make the world have 
an opinion of their ſuperior underſtanding, 
Tail at all religion as a. bug-bear, deny an 
Almighty 


7 \ 
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Almighty Being with their tongue, and at 
the ſame time have a violent palpitation of 


the heart for fear of puniſhment here- 
after, 


In the coach beſides the captain was an 
antiquated female, a young damſel of 
eighteen, and a ſprightly young parſon, 
who was haſtening to his country pariſhion- 
ers, more to reap the benefit of their preſent 
tithes, than to ſow the ſeeds of their future 
welfare; two other travellers compleated 
the company. But as the humours and par- 
ticulars'of a ſtage coach have been fo often 
delineated by different writers, and the ſub- 
ject ſo univerſally known, I ſhall not there- 
fore trouble you with a repetition of what 
you, I make no doubt, are ſo well acquaint- 
ed'with ; I ſhall only remark, that my new 
maſter ſufficiently convinced his compa- 
nions in the courſe of the day's journey, 
that folly and vanity were not the leaſt of 
his accompliſhments, for he was continlat-” 

be — of his exploits in the army, in- 


E 4 termixed 
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termixed with dull common place witticiſms 

-on religion and morality, and ironical re- 
flect ions on the clergy in general; this attack 
did not paſs unnoticed by the miniſter of the 
goſpel, who reſolved before he left him to 
try. whether the boaſted courage of our hero 
was. real, and whether his atheiſtical tenets 
were not only vain endeavours to make 
himſelf appear conſpicuous. 


When they arrived at the inn where they 
put up for-the night, the clergyman obſery- 
ed a hearſe in the inn yard, and on enquiry 
ſound, that it had brought the dead body of a 
gentleman from London, and was to proceed 
the next morning with it to the family 
vault where it was to be depoſited. He had 
no ſooner received this intelligence, but a 
thought ſtruck in his head to make the 
corpſe the object to try the-captain's boaſted 
courage. Accordingly ſupper was no ſooner 
over, but the miniſter gave my maſter an 
opportunity to enter on his favourite topic, 
and by his diſcourſe © outdid Alexander 
3:7 4114: 3 I him 
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himſelf.” In the interim the parſon dryly 
aſked him, if he was not afraid of death? 
„% Death? (anſwered the captain) I fear 
© death? No, no, I have met the hungry 
« gentleman in a thouſand forms, faced: 
« him, damme, in all ſhapes and colours, 
e and never had the leaſt dread about me. | 
te Nou ; muſt know, gentlemen, (continued 5 
te he) my lord M commanded the forces 
in Germany, when I had a pair of co-- 
“ lours under him; his lordſhip Was in a: 
% damnable quond herry about- a- battry of 
% nnõon with which the enemy annoyed : 
4 gur army; the grand point was to get 
« poſſeſſion : of this curſed battry, which 
c every officer in the regiment deemed im 
* practicable: in ſhort, they war all moſt 
*..curſedly afeard, every man but myſelf, 
* upon which the general ſummonſed us all 
* together one day: Now, ſays the gene- 
ral, here's an uportunity for you, gentle- 
men, to ſhew your valour, let that man 
e that dare face that battry come forth; 
not a ſoul ſpoke; I waited ſome times 4 
Da . but c / 
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but the: devil of one of them all ſtirrd a 
| * ſtep; upon which I boldly went up. 
4 * My lord; ſaid I, here's one that dare face 
1 «it, if your lordſhip will lot me have a. 
66. handful. of men with me, I'll return con- 
* krer, or I'll net: return any more; as the 
old Roman 1aid;z.;upon which the general 
* told me I was à brave fellow, and bid me 
«-fngle out what ſoldiers I choſe to com- 
« pany me, upon which, damme, I ſingles 
out about farty brave fellows, and on we 
— „ marched, I at the head. We had no 
ſooner come within reach of their batt- 
% ry, than I: perceived we ſhould not be 
4 able-to do any good with our muſkets, I 
8 therefore ordered every man to ing away 
«. their arm, and follow.me ſword in hand: 
|| « On. we: went; with the muſic - of their 
Al : % Cannon in our ears, and their balls whiſt- 
1 ling o'er: our. heads till we came up to 
KY « them ; ris true, J loſt a fewof my men 
„by their ſhot, but I was diſſolved to con- 
% quer or die: now, my boys, I cried, 
*© now. is your time, and immediately aſ- 
L. ſcending 
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4 cending the battry, we drive the enemy 
« from their peſteſes, though they were 
«- trible our number; I ſpiked. up their 
% cannon and returned victorious to the 
« general.” That was a bold and deſpe - 
« rate attempt, (replied the parſon) but 
& ſure you had ſome terror over you, for 
the greateſt generals have owned, that 
« before the firſt onſet was over, they had: 
e alittle tremor ſtruck their heart.” Mere 
* cowards, why ſhould a man fear to die, 
% when he's dead it is over with him, all 
te the reſt are only idle ſtories invented by. 
© prieſtoraft for private views; but as I be» 
lieve in none of their fal lal doctrine, I 
% fear neither death nor devil.” * And 
& yet with all your courage, captain, I 
% doubt you would have ſome terror even 
to lay in the ſame room with a dead bo- 
« dy.” © Not I, damme, Id no more 
© mind it, than I would the table or chair, 
« and was there one in the houſe this night, 
4 I'd venture to lay you any ſum you: 
* pleaſed that I dare do it,” The captain, 
little: 


Ef =» 
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Uttie apprehended there was a-dead corpſd 
ip the houſe: but this was the point the 
Parſon had been ſtriving to work the captain 
up to} ho therefore accepted of his wager, 
and then informed him of the dead body 
which was ſo near him that they. could 
decide the wager that very night. My maſter. 
now would have feign retracted. his word, 
but 'twas too late; he was compelled to keep 
to his. agreement, and the only hope rer 
maining that. the. undertaker would not 
permit the corpſe to be moved; but the 
undertaker. being called in, gave his con- 
Tent, and the coffin and the dead body was 
immediately ſet upon truffles in the room 
the captain was to lay in; the furniſher of 
funerals having firſt, by the par ſon's defire - 
unſcrewed the lid of the coffin, and left it- 
2 little on one ſide, that the body might be 
ſeen (| the captain. 


My maſter endeavoured Al in his power 
to divert the attention of the company, 
and keep them up. as long as poſlible ; - but 
the canonical wag perceiving his intention, 
Propoſed for every one to withdraw to their 

my 
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Feparate. apartments, natwithſtanding all 
the arguments of the captain to the con- 
trary, who ſtill. was for fitting up longer: 
but. the parſon inſiſting on the determina- 
tion of bis wager, ſaw. the. captain to his: 
mom door, and. wiſhed him a good night. 


The captain had no ſooner entered the 
room, and found only the corpſe and him 
ſelf there, than his courage failed him; and 
he that ; before had faced a battery, dared. 
ſcarcely turn his eyes upon the coffin: 
however, thinking dead bodies could do no 
harm, he reſolved to make the utmoſt e 
pedi tion into bed, tremblingly undreſt him 
ſelf; drew the curtains cloſe around him, 
put out the candle, and covered himſelf. or 
with the cloaths. 


Things thus adjuſted, our hero attempt - 
ed to take his reſt; but his mind that 
Was entirely awake, placed before his 
waking eyes ſome hideous ſigure, and he 
fancied every moment he heard the lid of 
the coffin move.— At length nature gave. 
aN, and che man of courage fell aſleep, * 
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The captain had unfortunately left his 
chamber door open, which he recollected. 
after he was in bed, but had not then 
power enough to get up and lock it. In the 
next room lay one of the ſervant maids, 
who had the preceding evening made an 
appointment with the oftler to have per- 
miſſion to ſleep with her in her bede ham 
ber, the door of which was to be left open. 
It was about twelve o'clock, when the oſt- 
ler, thinking the family all aſleep, and re- 
membering his aſſignation, ſoftly crept up 
the ſtairs to wait on his favourite laſs; but, 
-unluckily for all parties, he finding a- door 
open, miſtook it for that which belonged: 
40 Mrs. Betty, and ſoftly entered therein. 
A flight noiſe he made ſoon brought the 
captain from his ſlumber, and all the former 
thoughts of apparitions came thronging in 
his head, more eſpecially when he heard a 
perſon creeping towards his bed, and the 
curtains gently drawn back: if this af- 
frighted him, how much greater was he: 
_ kertified when the ſpectre gently pulling. 
oY down: 


* 
When. 4 
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down the bed+cloaths,. put one leg in the 
Bed, and with. his arm claſping the cap- 
tain, ſoftly ſaid, I have got you at laſt.“ 
The captain now could not move a limb 
he trembled with the utmoſt agitation: 
cold. drops of ſweat ĩſſued from every pore- 
of his ſKin :: At: laſt, finding the oftler's: 
arm acroſs him, he began in ſtuttering ac- 
cents. to pray. Ou-ou-our' Fa-fea-ther- 
„which art in Heaven.—T be-be-lieve in 
«. God;—Oh, I have been 2 ſinner! for- 
« give me; O Lord? You know I. never 
% denied your power. in my heart, what 
ever I have ſaid with my mouth! Lord: 
* have merey upon me! Chriſt have mer 
* ay upon me!” In this manner my maſ-- 
ter went on for ſome time; and, praying 
a little loud, the voice ſomewhat: alarmed. 
the oftler, who diſcovering his miſ- 
take, withdrew. himſelf: from the bed in 
order to regain the door, while the captains 


finding himſelf delivered from the claws of 


the infernal ſpright;. which he attributed to 
bis prayers; he renewed them with redoub- 


: 
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led vigour,.and- paſſed; in quick rotation, 


through the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, &c. 


The parſon, who had fixed his plan of 


operations to terrify the. captain, had 


juſt entered the room for that purpoſe, 
as the oſtler was endeavouring to get 
out, and neither of them knowing each 
others intentions, they met plump againſt 
each other in the middle of the appartment. 
The oſtler, who did not like this ſalute, 
olinched his fiſt, and feeling for his antago- 
niſt, made his ribs feel the force of his 
ſtrength. The parſon returned it. with 
equal force, but was ſo fortunate as to ſtrike 
the docker of horſes juſt beneath the ear, 
which made him reel a few ſteps till he met 
with the truſſles that ſupported the. coffin, 
and in his fall he brought them down with 


him to the floor; at the ſame time the body 
rolling out of the coffin one of the arma 


accidentally ſwung. full in the face of the 
oftler, who not reliſhing the blow, and 
Ae bis antagoniſt was coming to atæ 


tack. 
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tack him again, he cloſed with the dead 
body, and having fixed the head of the 
corpſe dexterouſly under one arm, was ea- 
gerly paying the filent gentleman over the 
face and eyes with the doubled fiſt of the 
other, reiterating the blows as faſt as poſ- 
ſible. 


In the mean while, the new alarm added 
freſh terrors to the mind of my maſter, who 


| imagined no other than that a whole regi- 


ment of diabolical agents were now revelling 
in his apartment, and prudently crept as far 
beneath the cloaths as he well could, rolled 
himſelf up almoſt in the ſhape of a ball, 
and continued his prayers for his former 
ſins, and his future repentance and amend- 
ment, If the Lord would but deliver him 
from his preſent enemies, whom he ex- 


pected every minute to come and wreak 


their vengeance on him, for having ſo long 
denied their exiſtence, 


While 
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While the captain was at prayers the oſt- 
ler was at blows ; and, pleaſed with the po- 
ſition in which he had got his antagoniſt, 
ſwore, with a pretty ſtrong emphaſis, * that 
* he'd be d—— ned if he wouldn't give 
* him a bellyful.” This encreaſed my 
maſter's apprehenſions, as he applied theſe 
words to his own carcaſe, and trembled for 
his expected fate. The fall of the coftin 
alarmed the maſter of the inn, who directly 
came down ſtairs with a candle to examine 
into the cauſe of this confuſion, and in his 
way met the parſon; who, judging the land- 
lord was proceeding to the ſcene of action, 
told him he had been alarmed by a ſtrange 
Noiſe in the captain's room, and was going 
vo ſee the occaſion of it. As the landlord 
was none of the moſt courageous men, he 
was glad to have a companion with him, 
and both reſolutely entered the room toge- 
ther; but how great was their aſtoniſhment 
to ſee the oſtler in the poſition he was in, 
fixed on his knees, with the head of the 
dead body under. his arm, battered and 
bruiſed 
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bruiſed in a moſt violent manner, the ſhroud 
torn, and the bran and ſaw-duſt ſtrewed 
over the head of the courageous oftler, 


But who can expteſs the terror that wag 
depicted in his countenance ! — The 
pen is too faint; and nothing but the pen- 
cil of a Hogarth could have done it. 
« Why, What the devil ails you, Tom?” 
 fays his maſter, © What fighting with 2 

% dead body le Pray what injury had 
5 that gentleman committed to you while 
« living, to uſe him ſo after his death? 
Thomas was in fo great a conſternation 
that he could not utter a ſyllable, but haſtily 
let go his hold, and, getting upon his legs, 
made the utmoſt expedition down ſtairs, 
without coming to any eclairciſſement, 
Though the diſturbance greatly ſurpriſed the 
landlord, it only ſtretched the riſible facul- 
ties of the clergyman, who well knew the 
cauſe, and judging of the ſituation of the 
captain, propoſed to the landlord, to en- 

. quire 


- 
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quire of him if he knew the reaſon of all 
#bis-confuſion.. 


Accordingly they approached the bed, 
and, drawing back the curtains, were far- 
ther ſurpriſed not to find the captain's head 

upon the pillow ; but feeling over the quilt 
of the bed, they felt the object they were 
ſearching aſter, who being ſtill in greater 
conſternation at the ſound of ſo many 
voices, and the hand which touched him, 
uttered a moſt hidious groan: and when the 
parſon pulled the cloaths ſomewhat down, 
the captain was diſcovered with his face 
placed on both his hands towards the ſheets; 
and every ſpark ot courage now failing him, 
he began to roar out, Oh Lord, ſave me 
« 'tis true I have been a wretched ſinner; 
have boaſted of actions I have never been 
* puilty of; have often denied thy exiſt- 
& ence: but thou knoweſt, Lord, my tongue 
never ſpoke the ſentiments of my heart; 
„that what I uttered was only. out of va- 
£ nity,— O ſave me now from the claws 
40 of. 
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« of the devils which now ſurround. 
< Save me, ſave me, O!“ The laſt words 


he uttered with a peculiar vehemence ; for 


the landlord, who had hold of his arm, had 
given him a pretty hearty ſhake, which the 
other conſtrued in his imagination to be the 
claws of the infernal miniſters he had heard 
playing their tricks in his room, which ope- 
rated ſo powerfully on his fancy, that his 
terror began to aſſail the nice membranes 
of the noſtrils of the ſpectators, with a pe- 
culiar odour which ſufficiently convinced 
them of the ſtrength of the captain's cou- 


rage, 


3 


2 


CHAP. V. 


Ommtinuation of the Fright. The Captain's 
4 | Recovery. Spends the Wager. Obtains a 
net Service. 9 ef Mr, Muck- 
worm, Ee 


: 


T was ſome time before they could 
bring the captain thoroughly to himſelf, 
and convince him that the perſons around 
him were real fleſh and blood; his terror 
had overcome his reaſon to ſich a degree, 
that had not the rude hand of the landlord 
| operated very powerfully on him, he pofli- 
oo bly would never have believed but they 
were ſpirits that tormented him, 


My | 


iy 
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My maſter had no ſooner recovered from 
his fright, and perceived ſo many perſons 
about him whole faces he recollected, than 
another paſſion took poſſeſſion of his mind, 
as ſtrong as the firſt; and conſcious of his 
diſgrace, the palid look of his countenance 
was immediately changed, and his ſhame 
was ſtrongly depicted o'er his face ; but 
willing to put the beſt complexion on mat- 
ters as he poſſibly could, he reſolutely af- 


firmed that he knew nothing of what had 
happened, and if he had made uſe of any 


particular expreſſions, it was only to be re- 
garded as the effect of a dream, and not as 
any thing real. 


This palliation had no effect on the par- 


ſon, who knowing the real cauſe of his 


fright; inſiſted on the captain's immediately 
allowing the wager loſt ; this the other ab- 
ſolutely retuſed to do: but when they in- 
formed him, that the whole company pre- 
ſent was againſt him 3 adding, that as' it 
was in vain to ſleep any more that * 

J 
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they ſhould directly ſpend the money be 
had depoſited for the wager whether he 
conſented” or not, this ſomewhat operated 
on the captain; but what brought him to 
compliance the ſooneſt, was their attempt- 
ing to leave the room again to himſelf and 
the dead body. 

The horrors of the prior part of the even- 
ing ruſhing quickly on the mind of the cap- 
tain, and not chuſing to hazard a ſecond 
attack of the ſame nature, he told them, 
« that as they reſolved upon it, he had no 
* objection, but damn it, (continued the 
« captain) you ſhall not have-it all to your- 
&« ſelves, and as you are determined to ſit 
up the remainder of the night, why I'll 

% &en make one of the party.” Having 
fixed this prudent reſolution, he equipped 

- bimſelf with the utmoſt rn, and 

— them down ſtairs. 


Although the company paſſed their jokes 


pretty freely on the captain for his remark- 
| able 
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able courage; yet as he did not want for 
effrontery, he bore them all with the great- 
eſt reſolution. But before he departed in 
the morning, the undertaker, who little 

thought that his work would have been o 
terribly handled, called my maſter on one, 
fide, and acquainted him, that he expected 
ſomething for the trouble he had been at in 
putting the dead gentleman into decent or- 
der again; the captain, who did not much 
approve. of hearing any more of his dit- 
grace, put a purſe into the hand of the ſur- 
niſher of funerals; which was a ſuffcient re- 


conipenſe for the contuſion he had occation- 
ed. 


My maſter had put me into his purſe for 
greater ſecurity, and I was unthinkingly 


given to the undertaker along with the ſil- 


ver contained therein. My new maſter, on 


examining the contents, was greatly ſtruck 
with my appearance, and in the courſe of 
his journey with the corpſe to the mauſole- 
um it was to be interred in, I was often 


F 


pro- 


- 
we 
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produced i in company, and the tale of my 
coming into his poſſeſſion as often related, 
which as often eccaſioned a hearty eh af at 
the expence of my late maſter. 


We arrived at laſt with the 886 to the 


Sourney's end, and my maſter placed the 
body in proper order, with all the neceſſary 


formalities of death; and if expence be- 
tokened real regard for the memory of the 
deceaſed, it was here diſplayed in the moſt 
coftly manner; but the cafe was quite 
different, the heir to the eſtate only 
meant to gratify his vanity, aud thew to 
the world the immenſe ſums he was poſſeſſ- 
ed of, 


My preſent maſter, as 1 acquainted ou 
before, miſſed no opportunity of ſhewing 
me in every company, and being ſent for 
by his employer to take ſome neceſſary or- 
ders, he did not forget to expoſe me to his 
ſight, but prudently concealed the ſtory of 


my coming into his hands. "The heir, who 


* 
| 
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was à youth and fond of novelty, imme- 
diately was ſtruck wit my appearance; 
and aſked my maſter if he was willing to 
part with :ae. The undertaker, who could 
not refuſe ſo good a cuſtomer, immediately 
begged him to accept of me, it his honour 
approved of me, being firmly reſolved to 
make an additional figure ta his bill, as a 
tecompenſe for this piece of complailance. 


My new proprietor had no ſooner ſeen the 
remains of his father interred; than he re- 
ſolved to quit the retired ſituation of a 
country village, where there were none but 
farmers and clowns to converſe with, and 
haſten up to town, and drown his ſorrows, 
or more properly give a looſe to his joy 


among the beaux d'eſprits in the city of 


London. But before we bring this new he- 
ro on the ſtage, it will not be improper to 
acquaint you with a ſhort hiſtory of the 
prior. part of his lite, 


F 2 Richard 
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Rishard Muckworm, Eſq; for that title 
was given him immediately after his fa- 
ther's death, is the ſon of the late Humphry 
Muckworm, Eſq; who in the more early 
part of his life, had ſcraped together an im- 
menſe ſum in the eminent character of a 
Pawnbroker in the city of London: to be 
ſure, the method by which he raiſed his vaſt 
eſtate was ſometimes arraigned, and indeed 
He had ſeveral times made his appearance 
at a certain bat, not tar from the Old Bailey, 
tor having kindly taken care of his neigh- 
ours goods:; but then to do him juſtice, he 
conſtantly returned victorious from theſe 
trials, and as he ſeldom or ever ſtirred out, 
he diſregarded the opinion of the world on 
His conduct, and hugged himſelf in perfect 
ſecurity. of ſoon retiring into the country 
on the wealth his hangt induſtry had collect- 
gd, and Mrs. Muckworm joining her pere 
ſuaſive eloquence, they ſoon had an oppor- 
tunity of purchaſing a houſe and compleat- 
ing their proſpect of happineſs. 5 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Muckworm lived not a very long 
time after her quitting London, to enjoy 
the fruits of her huſband's labour, and left 
him beſides the above Richard, another ſon 
named Charles, who pofiefſed not the leaft 
taint of the ſordid and mercenary ideas of 
his parents; but was of the moſt open and 
generous turn of mind, and had been often 
while in his puerile days corrected by old 
Muckwor m, for relieving the diſtreſs of the 
poor, whenever he had money in his poc- 
ket : the other brother was quite of a differ- 
ent caſt, and every mean principle of the 
father and mother appeared to be ſtrongly 
engrafted in Richard, who would carefully 
lay by every trifle that was given him. 
This conduct, (which the father ſtiled pru- 
dent, and propheſied his being a thriving 
man) won their affections; but an impru- 
dent ſtep Charles committed, entirely rob- 
bed him of his father's favour: when he 
arrived at the age of eighteen, he carried 
on an intrigue with the daughter of a neigh- 
bouring farmer; the maiden had ſomething 

Þ3 ir- 
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irrefiſtleſs in her perſon and converſation, 
which had attracted the heart of Charles, 
and he fell a willing captive to the powet | 
of love. 


The frequent opportunities he had of 
ſeeing his lovely Laura, only increaſed his 
paſſion; and his aſſiduities and perſonal ac- 
compliſhments ſoon awakened a like flame 
in the breaſt of his fair one ; who a ſtranger 
to diſguiſe, and unknown in the artful wiles- 
of the coquet, did not attempt to conceal 
her feal ſentiments, when Charles avowed 
bis paſſion for her. The only thought now 
that interrupted their happineſs, was the 
bar that was placed between them, which 
prevented their union: Charles well knew, 
his father would never conſent to his mar- 
rying the daughter of his tenant, and Laura 
would often tenderly urge to her lover, the 
fears the had of his deſerting ber for a more 
wealthy bride, while he would as often of- 
fer to make her his wife by a private mar- 
riage, which ſhe conſtantly refuſed to do 
; with- 
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without her father's approbation: at length: 
- however, the importunities and intreaties 
of a youth the ſo earneſtly loved, took ef-- 
fect, ſhe conſented, a licence was procured, . 
and the miniſter of a neighbouring village 
Joined them together.. 0 


They had long carried on this ſecret cor- 
ö reſpondence unobſerved by any one, till one 
evening as they were walking together arm 
in arm, they were unluckily ſurprized by 

Charles's brother, who hadflông waited for 
a favourable cireumſtancets ruin Chatles in 

his father's opinion, and by that means ſe- 

cure to himſelf the eſtate he poſſeſſed; to 

ſuch à malign diſpoſition therefore, this 
was u lucky diſcovery, and be ſailed not of 
whing tho firſt opportunity of acquainting 
the old gentleman therewith, vnn every 
aggravating article his mind could ſuggeſt; 
and though he was unacquainted with his 
brother's marriage, he intimated, that he 
either was married, or had a ſtrict intimacy 
with the girl, whom he repreſented as the 
reg ® F 4 8 moſt 
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moſt abandoned of her ſex, adding, ce t hat 
if prudent ſteps were not quickly taken, 
his brother would diſhonor the family, by 
* mgtching, with an impudent huſſey that 


** was not worth a groat.” 


The old uſurer, whoſe ſole ideas of bappi- 


nets, were nxed on the golden idol, paid 


great attention to this plauſible tale, and im- 
mediately reiolved to forbid his ſon from 


keeping company with one he deemed ſo 
much beneath the family of the Muck- 
worms; he therefore ſent for him, and bluntly 
aſked him what he meant by carrying on 


any amorous intercourſe without his Know- 
ledge or conſent? This ſudden queſtion 


greatly ſtaggered the youth, who immedi- 


ately ſuſpected his father had been anfocmned 


of bio uarrlage, and attempted to evade the 


matter; but the old gentleman ſtill urging 


his former demand, and acquainting him at 
the ſame time he was not uninformed of 


the whole tranſaction; Charles, who thought 
'twas in yain to conceal his proceedings, 
5 and 


n 


| A'CORK-SCREW. 1s 
and hoped. to bend his father's temper by a 
voluntary confeſſion, directly owned the 
paſſion he had conceived for Laura, pleaded 
ſtrongly in his own behalf; ſpoke of her 
beauty; ſenſe, and virtue, with all the rap- 
tures of an inflamed lover ; told him that 
tearing he would not be agreeable to their 
union, he had married her privately; and 
ended with promiſing that if his father would 
but approve of his choice, he ſhould eſteem 
himſelf the happieſt of mortals, and endea- 
vour to convince him how ſenſible he was: 
of his goodneſs. e e 


Theſe romantic ſentences had not the 
leaſt effect upon old Muckworm, who riſing 
from his ſeat, left his ſon alone in the room; 
with theſe words to meditate on; © Lookee 
„fir, as you have been pleaſed to marry 
« without my conſent, you muſt for the fu- 
ture be pleaſed to live without my aſſiſt- 
« ance; and as I would not with to part 
man and wife, I muſt inſiſt on your lea- 
ving this houſe immediately, nor ever in 
| a cc my 
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my life-time ſet foot in it again; for as a 
«fon 1 ſhall no longer look on you; nor 
would I have you ever plume yourſelf 
< with any hopes of your inberiting more 
than a fingle ſhilling of my money after 
„my deceaſe.” | 


br Charles was greatly aſtoniſhed at his fa- 
ther's cruel] mandate, and now ſaw-no other 
proſpeRt before him of future maintenance 
but what might ariſe from the labour of his. 
hands; yet even that he eſteemed a happi- 
neſs while poſſeſſed of one he ſo tenderly 

Joved, nor would he have abandoned his. 
Laura for all the immenſe wealth his father 

ſet ſuch a value on: full of theſe reflections. 
He quitted his father's houſe, and haſtened 
to that which held the object of his wiſhes, 
Laura, who perceived the dejection which 

was ſpread over the countenance of her huſ- 
band, eagerly enquired into the cauſe, when 

Charles informed her of the diſcourſe that - 
had paſſed between him and his father. As. 
the had expected their marriage would not 


- 
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long be kept ſecret, the diſcovery did not ſo 
much ſurprize her; nor did it take any great 
effect on either of them at preſent, as they - 
lived ſecured and retired, and happy under - 
the hoſpitable roof of the old ſarmet; but 
an accident ſoon, happened which deprived . 
them of even that friendly ſhelter, and they - 
were obliged to ſeek ſome other reſource for -- 
their dependence, by the death of Laura's - 
father ; this ſtroke affected them more than 
any other, and as he died in very narrow 
circumſtances, they knew not in What me- 
thod to proceed. 


The farm belonged to old Muckworm, 
who, as ſoon as he heard of the old man's 
death, immediately ſeized on the few goods 
he had been poſſeſſed of, and left the mar- 
ried oouple entirely deſtitute. In this dilem- - 
ma, with but little money-in their pockets, . 
they reſolved to haſten to London, where 
Charles imagined he might be able to earn a 
decent ſubſiſtence for his wife and approach- 
ing family, in the capacity of a clerk; this 


plan : 


* » 
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plan was no ſooner formed than executed, 
and packing up what few remnants they 
Had left, they repaired to town, and found 
a friendly reception in the houſe of à ſer- 
vant that had formerly lived with old 
Muckworm ; they -acquainted him with 
their ſituation, and by his means, Charles 
ſoon got employed in a Counting-houſe, in 
which capacity he was in at the time of his 
father's death, to whom he had not failed to 
mtercede for his forgiveneſs by ſeveral Jeter 
ters, but-never re:&ved any 221125 ee 
ther of them. 132 f 
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CHAP. VIL 


ASuit of Myourning. Reaſons for not grieving 
after. a Parent. A Converſation. Jotes | 
Catch, And Digraſion. 


ſliall now return to ſquire Richard, 
who we left haſtening up to the me- 
tropolis, where he had no ſooner arrived 
tian he provided himſelf with à noble houſe 
molt elegantly furniſhed, not far from St. 
James 8; and though his father's. body had 
not been interred above a week, he was ſeen 
at every public place of amuſement, and no- 
thing but his dreſs had the leaſt appearance 
of his having loſt a parent; a perſon poſſeſſed 
of ſo great a fortnne as he was, you may be 
fure was not long deficient in a number of 
acquaintance, who failed not to pay bim 
compliments of condolance; complaiſance 
obliged: 
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obliged him to return a ſorrow ful anſwer; but: 
his heart was elated with joy far the occa- 


on that had put it in his power to receive 
ſo much adulation. 


One day, when Muckworm was receiving 
theſe ſpeec hes from his condoling friends at 
a public aſſembly, one of them, to ſhe his 
reſpect in · the ſtrongeſt light, made him a 
number of groſs compliments, in a kind of 
oration, of the deceaſed; the elated heir 
who was greatly pleaſed with theſe marks 
of reſpect, anſwered with a peculiar empha- 
ſis, The praiſes you have given to the vir- 
«. tyes of my late father is certainly true, 
<«. but the brighteſt part of my father's life, 
% and what I bear the greateſt veneration 
6c for his memory, is, that he has been ſo 
te extremely prudent and induſtrious, as to 
te amais a great ſum of money, and was ſo 
0 extremely honeſt, that he has not left me 
«. 2 ſingle debt to pay for him; did you but 
« know, gentlemen,” continued he, © the 
2. L admirable and regular order he put his af | 
fairs - 


. 
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« fairs in before his death, and the immenſe 
« riches he has left behind him, you“ 
An old veteran officer who happened to be 
near our youth, and ſaw the exultation of 
his heart at his parent's death, could not 
bear any longer to hear himthus vainly ha- 
ranguing, and interrupted. him haſtily, 
Ho fir, ſaid he, your father has not been 
buried above a week, at leaſt give up this 
e week to lament him in, and have pa- 
s tience till the next to n over * 
% new. acquired fortune.“ 


« Very fine-indeed,” replied the captain's - 
ironical companion, giving the old veteran 
a ſignificant wink, and feigning to excuſe 
Muckworm's conduct, That the gentleman 
* ſhould now meurn, when his father gave 
* him ſufficient affliction in his lifetime, by 
«living to the advanced age of ſixty-five; no, 
no, once to be afflicted is enough, and a 
*© man ſhould not afflict himſelf before and 
ic after-the death of a perſon ; beſides the old 
* 1 was none of the Ln of tem- 

Pers, 
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„ pers, rather of a flarrow diſpoſition, and 
even grudged his children a neoeſſary e- 
* ducation; for my part, I am well convin- 
< ced, that was I in the place of the gentle- 
man, I ſhould make no ſcruple of ſaying ; 
Thank heaven, my father is at length 
dead; peace be to his manes, for his 
death is the only recompence he could 
« make me for his life. | 


Though this ironical ſpeech did not en- 
tirely agree with the ſquire's ſyſtem; yet he 
reſolved to take the beſt end of it, and there- 
fore regarded it as a compliment, and returned 
the other thanks for his judicious proof, that 

he was in the right to comfort and enjoy 
himſelf; the malicious wag by degrees 
drew our hero into an indifferent converſa- 
tion, afterwards into a more lively one, and 
raiſed the ſpirit of the coxcomb to ſo high a 
pitch, that he prevailed upon him to accom- 
pany him in a catch. But the wag who 
Had raiſed the other's ſpirits to the utmoſt 
key, when he had got into the moſt fa- 
vourite 
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vourite part of the ſong he ſtopped all on a 
tudden, and pulling him gently by the arm, 
Sir,“ ſaid he, with a ſorrowful tone of 
voice, and pulling off his hat at the ſame 
time, I beg ten thouſand pardons if 1 
have violated the decency of your afſftio 
tion, by having deſired you to ſing in that 
ſorrowful apparel you are cloathed in.” 
At. theſe words, the man of ſorrow held 
down his head, and was ſo greatly confuſed 
of having been ſurprized in ſinging, that he 
took an opportunity to ſlide. away without 
even finiſhing the catch he had begun, 


1 ſhall here make a ſhort digreſſion to 
mark that filial tenderneſs is not compara- 
vn to paternal love; what can be the rea- 
fon of this difference I have for a long time 
been ſearching for; and the only one I aan 

meet with, is as follows: — 
It is to be imagined that a child Toves lis 
father, according to the extent of the obli- 
2 ä | 12 | gations 
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gations that he owes him; and that the fa 
ther loves his child only becauſe he belongs 

1 | to him ; paternal tenderneſs carries alſo the 
idea ſtill farther, for the love of property is 
always more potent than the love of grati- 
aude. | 


A parent that loſes a child, loſes a valua- 
ble treaſure which belongs to him, and the 
ſon loſes a maſter to whom he did belong: 
the difference between * two une is vt 
Ably apparent. an 


There are . parents who are under 
obligations to their children, and we all are 
obliged to our parents for our lives. Would 
one at firſt believe that this was ν i 

motive for the children to have à leſſer de- 
gree of love for their parents, than the love 

they bear them? But fo it Is, and though 
this motive is unjuſt, yet-it is, nevertheleſs, 
true; and we do not regatd thoſe fo much 
we are indebted. to, as thoſe who are in- 
debted to us; we condole ourſelves more ea- 


fly. 
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fily at the death of a creditor, than at that 
of a debtor. 


It is this unjuſt nature that cauſes the or- 
phan to rejoice at the death: of his father, 
who would be greatly afflicted even to ſe& 
kim but ſlightly indiſpofed.. 


The death of a young man has a quite 
different effect on an aged man, than what 
the death of an old man has on a young one. 
For example; my father died at ſeventy 
years of age; ſays the youth to himſelf, 
« ] am but thirty as yet, I have ſtill forty 
© more at leaſt to live,” Thus calculating, 
we flatter our ſenſes, and it affords a matter 
of conſolation to them, On the contrary, 
« My ſon is juſt dead, who had ſeen no more 
« than thirty years over his head,” ſays an 
old man of fixty ; © I have no proſpect to 
« fiatter myſelf with, I ſee nothing com- 
4 forting in the calculation.“ 


Ac 
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According to the order which nature ob- 
ſerves, the father ought to die before the 
ſon, and if every child was to die with grief 
-at the loſs of his parent, the human race 
would ſoon be at an end. Has not nature 
"therefore, in order to prevent this misſor- 

| tune, taken care ſomewhat to harden the 
hearts of children towards their parents, 


Nature furniſhes us in a tree with a beau- 

+ tiful image of children's ingratitude ; the 

trunk of the tree communicates its ſap ; that 

is to ſay, according to the gardener's ſtile, 

its friendſhip to the branches which-ſhoots 

from it, but we never ſee that the ſap ever 
returns from the branches to the trunk. 


ina „ cxak 
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CHAP. v. 


oy Maſquerade Dreſs. Verſes out of the Pſalms 
The Pantheon. Gunpowder. Watchmen. 
 Conftable, &c, &c, © | 


Y maſter having retired from his 
company, went home to prepare 
himſelf for the maſque that was to be exhi- 
bited that night at the pantheon ; as he had 
never before been to this kind of entertain- 
ment, he reſolved to ſhew his ſuperior abi- 
lities, by appearing in a novel and uncom- 
mon charatter, for which. purpoſe he con- 
ſulted his friend Loveſcrape, who ſoon hit 
upon a dreſs which was immediately pro- 
vided for him. f 


His 
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4 Th, His friend Loveſcrape who was to accom- 
pany him, was fond of creating what a part 
of the gay world term tun, or properly miſ- 
chief; no one had greater abilities in this 

ſpecies of diverſion, and he was determined 
to exerciſe his talents that night on Muck- 
worm, to render him the ridicule of the 
whole company : accordingly he equipped 
0 him with every neceſſary article, in order 
to ſupport as he ſaid, the character of Guy 
aux with becoming dignity. Over an old 
wig which Muckworm put on, a hat was 
placed, whoſe brim was ſflouched, and none 
of the ſmalleſt; a ſilk handkerchief was 
looſely tied round his neck, an old ragged 
black coat covered the remnants of a rulty 
waiſtcoat and dirty breeches, the flockings 
he had provided were darned in ſeveral 
places, which with his ſhoes were the worſt 
they could get; in one hand he carried a 
dark lanthorn, while the other ſupported a 
bunch of matches; in his right pocket were 
two or three cartridges of gun-powder to 
alarm the company, and in the left a tin- 
| der 
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det box, with a letter which hung out of 
the ſide of his pocket, ſo as not to paſs un- 
noticed ; on it were written the dagen 
words, taken out of the Pfalms. 

Let their table be made a ſnare to take 
„ themſelves withal: and let the things 
which ſhould have been for their wealth, 
« be unto them an occaſion of falling. 
“Let their eyes be blinded, that they ſee 
« not; and ever bow down their backs. 
« Pour out thine indignation upon them: 
e and let thy wrathful diſpleaſure take hold 
« of them. Let their habitation be void; 
« ket them be wiped out of the book of 
« the living, and nat be written en * 
« righteous.” 


Thus habited, as he imagined, in the 
moſt judicions manner, he ſet out with his 
friend in a coach to the ſcene of action, 
and with a little trouble puſhed through th 
croud, and” got ſafe into the Pantheon. 


The ſudden glare of the lights, the bril- 
liancy 
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- Hancy of the place, the multiplicity of the 
company, and the novelty of the ſeene be- 
fore him, quite confounded: Muck worm, 
and he a while forgot the character he was 
to ſuſtain. 


* Loveſerape obſerving his confuſion, whiſ- 
pered to him to recall his ideas, and view 
the things about him unconcerned.” This 
awakened him from his reverie, and he 
joined among the crowd, but behaved in 
ſuch an awkward manner, that he became 
the principal butt of the whule company to 
play their wit on, and as his parts were not 
exceedingly bright, he could not give any 
anſwer to the many ſtrokes levelled at him; 
ſo that he wiſhed himſelf a hundred times 
ſafe in his own apartments again, His 
friend, who%watched all his motions, now 
thought it high time to begin playing off 
his artillery againſt him, and lily convey- 
ing a piece of lighted paper into his pocket 
where the. combuſtibles were depoſited,” 
they immediately caught fire, and occaſion- 
ed 
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ed-an exploſion which alarmed the whole 

room. But as they had been uſed to ſuch: 
ſcenes of humour, their fears vaniſhed with 

the ſmoke; when their eyes were all turned 

upon poor Muckworm, who was ſo greatly 

frightened with the ſudden exploſion, and» 
his terror operated ſo ſtrongly on him, that 
he fell down in a ſwoon; his friend obſerv- 
ing his ſituation, had him carried into one 
of the private apartments, where he was 
not long before he came to himſelt. 


The clock had now ſtruck one, and as he 
was by this time heartily tired of maſquera- 
ding, he propoſed to his friend to retire, 
which they immediately did; but here they 
were in another diſemma, for there was not 
a,cgach to be got; ſo they were obliged to 
purſue their road home on foot. Love- 
rape, Whole miſchievous thoughts were 
always ready to athit him, produced another 
plan of operations to execute upon Muck- 
worm; therefore, letting his friend get a 
little way before him, he flipped round the 

. corner 
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corner of a ſtreet, and with the utmoſt ex- 
pedition haſtened to the next watchman's 
box. 


The drowſy guard of the night had forgot 

every thought of watchfulneſs, and was 
overcome by the ſomniſerous power of Or- 
pheus, or to ſpeak in plain Engliſh, was faſt 
aſleep; ſo fait indeed, that Loveſcrape was 
obliged to make ute of his utmoſt ſtrength to 
make himopeirhis eyes, which was ſometime 
before he accompliſhed. Our wag putting 
on a ſerious air, tfoun.ily rebuked him for 
being aſleep when he ought to be minding 
his duty, * for even while you have been 
thus neglectful, (continued he), I perceiv- 
«ed a fellow who appeared like a houſe- 
breaker, and indeed I am almoſt certain 
« of it, as he was very buly at the door of a 
© houſe in yonder ſtreet, and it you was to 
© be quick 1 do not doubt but you might 
„ ſecure him.“ 


The 
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The watchman immediately quitting his 
box, and twirling an inſtrument he had in 


his hand, preſently brought ſeveral of his 
companions together, whom he informed 


of what he had juſt been apprized of, with- 
à few additions and emendations, having 


inſtead of one thief multiplied it by fix, 
with this alarming circumſtance, that they 
were all well armed, and deſperate fellows. 
Some of them who were willing, to ſhew 


their prudence, wiſely propoſed to go firſt 
to the watch-houſe and aſk the conſtables 


advice, while one more bold than the reſt 
informed them, „that in that caſe, ſhould 
they acquaint him with it, and he ſhould 
go along with them, if the thieves were 
* hanged he would come in tor beſt part of 


© the reward, he therefore adviſed, that it. 


* would be moſt proper to leave him out of 
* the queition, and go directly to the place 
of danger.” The reward being mingied in 
thisdiſcourſe inſpired the nightly guards with 
treſh courage, therefore bidding him that 

G 2 ſpoke 
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ſpoke laſt be their leader, they followed him 
with deliberate ſteps, and palpitating hearts. 


Muck worm as ſoon as he miſled his friend, 
made a full ſtop, and a- propos to Love- 
ſcrape's intent, when the watchmen came 
near, had juſt placed himſelt againſt a door 
in expectation of his overtaking him; he 
leeing ſuch a poſſe before him, was going 
to move from his ſtation,” when one of the 
watchmen acquainted him, that if he at- 
tempted to mate they would knock him 
down, Our hero was now in a greater 
fright than before, eſpecially when they 
collared him, and ſternly queſtioned him 
what had become. of his companions ; 
Muckworin who had no other idea but that 
they meant Loveſcrape, ſtattered out“ I 
„ dgn-don-dont know, 1 loſt him at the 
« Pantheon.” Ho! ho! ſays one of his 
„ guards, what? you have been picking 
„ pockets then before you began houſe- 
« breaking? well, young man, I believe 
you will chance to ride by the Pantheon 
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« in a cart; however, as your companions 
has. Hung you, we'll take care of youT war- 
rant you.” Having made this witty 
ſpeech, which produced a laugh from the 
Knights of the Haff, they dragged my maiter 
to the wafch-houle, notwith tanding every 
expoſtulation he attempted to make. 


To thoſe alone who have been honoured 
with the dignity of a conſtable, I maſt now 
addreſs myſelf, for it is they alone that 
know the ſelf- importance, magiſterial con- 
ſequence, and ſelf- ſufficiency with which 
a conſtable fills the nightly chair: next to 
the king in office, (while his Majeſty enjoys | 
His nocturnal ſlumbers), and ſurroufided by 
his old impotent guards, he rules, dictates, | 
commits, and ſwells with pride: the inno- 
cent and the gnilty he both impriſons to 
ſhew his authority, until the more ſcientific 
juſtice determines their fate, not accord- 
ing to the weight of their crimes, but the 
weight of their purſes, 
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An Oration in a Watch-houſe, The Determi- 
nat ian f a Conſtable. A Priſm, Mi or- 
tunes ſeldom come alone, Releaſement, &c. 
Ee. 


M* aer thus ſtrongly . was 
conducted ſafe to the watch- houſe, 
where the conſtable was ſitting in due form, 
with the inſignia of his authority before 
him on the table; who. no ſooner ſaw the 
ſuppoſed criminal. than he contracted his 
brow, and aſſuming as much dignity as poſ- 
fible, ſternly enquired what crime the pri- 
ſoner had been guilty of; the watchmen 
eager to explain the matter, began to open 
their mouths all together, which occaſioned 


ſuch a confuſed jargon and noiſe, that his 
. e ma- 
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qmajeſly's repreſentative putting both his 
hand to his ears, was obliged to exert the 
higheſt key of his voice to filence them, 
which he had no ſooner done, than he in- 


formed them, that as it was impoſfible to 


hear a dozen people together, he inſiſted 
that only one ſhould relate the ſtory, and 
immediately pitched upon the watchman 
who had firft aſſembled them together, to 
be the orator : who ſtepping ſome few paces 
forward, and fixing bimſelfin a proper atti- 
tude with his hands reſting upon his ſtaff 
thus began, with only altering a few cir- 
cumſtances neceſſary for his own credit. 


„ Pleaſe your honour, you muſt kndw, 
„ that as how as I was a-going my rounds, 
« and diligently taking care of my duty, 
te that I think I ſees a whole parcel of fel- 
loves together, at Mr, Platewe!ls, the fil- 
« verſmith's door; I then went d'ye ſee; a 
« little farther, and plainly ſaw them buſy 
« at work breaking open the houſe, with 
« an intent to rob it; I was going up to 

G4 «6 um 
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um to take um, but thinking they were 
«© too-many for me, I turns myſelf back as 
©. if I did'nt ſee um, and going into the 
„ next ſtreet, 1 called my brother watch- 
men together, but before we come back, 
« they had all made off, except this here 
fellow here, who we brought with us.“ 


Muckworm, who had a little recovered 
his fright, was going to contradict this fal- 
tity, but he had no ſooner began to ſpeak 
than the conſtable ordered him to be ſilent, 
for ſaid he, © I ſee you area thief, you dog, 
< by your looks, therefore if you don't peach, 

and tell us where we can find your com- 
6 panions, I'll ſend you to jail, you dog, and 
1 you'll be hang d, I know you'll be hang'd, 
<« you dog! Indeed the conſtable was not 

wrong in his judgment of my maſter's phy- 
fiognomy, which had not the moſt open ap- 
pearance, and fo which the ragged dreſs he 
had on was not the leaſt aſſiſtant. 
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Indeed,“ Mr Conſtable, anſwered my 
maſter, © theſe fellows have impoſed upon 
you, I am neither thief nor murderer, but 
*« a gentleman of character and fortune.” 
„A gentleman of character and fortune 
+. (echoed the conſtable laughing) ba ! ha! 
% ba! Yes, you look like a gentleman to be 
«ſure; but we'll ſoon ſee the fortune you 
are poſſeſſed of ; and as for your charac- 
« ter, that will come out at the Old Bailey. 
«, Prithee Murphy, (he continued addreſſing: 
* himſelf to one of the watchmen) ſearch» 
the gentieman's pockets, and let us exa- 
mine his whole ſtock.” My. maſter was. 
nnwilling to be ſearched, but 'twas in vain 
to reſiſt; and tinder-box, matches, and dark 
lanthorn, were all regularly produced, and 
at laſt the verſes which were taken from the 
Pſalms.. 


A very pretty ſtock truly, (ſaid the con- 
4 ſtable) and very neceſſary impulments to 
make yout fortune with; but horwſomes! 
* deuer I ſhall: leave it to the juſlice to 
66 tx 
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* examun you further to-morrow, and to- 
night ſhall take care your PRI 
„ ſhall have a proper A mare 


Harkee, Mr. Conſtable, (faid my ma- 

* ſter, who now began to be very angry) 
take care what you are about, for depend 
upon it, if you dareconfine me this night, 

„I'll ſeverely puniſh you, mo theſe ſet of 
«Jying raſcals about you.” © Dare! (re- 
© peated\ the magiſtrate of the night) O, 

« It ſoon ſhew you what 1 dare do; 1 
*« ſhould be a pretty ſort of a perſon to fit 
here as repreſentative of the king, if I da- 
red not commit ſuch a:thief as you are: 
«. ſo prithee take the felon away, I'll be 
% plagued no more with him, and ſee him 

properly ſecured till morning.” 


It was in vain Muckworm attempted to 
reply, and being now worked up into a rage, 
be curſed, ſwore, and made as much uſe of 
his tongue as poſſible, ſor of his hands he 
could not, as the watchmen had taken pretty 
good 
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good care to ſecure them; the orders were 
no ſooner given from the king of the night, 
than his officers under him readily obeyed, 
and conducted my maſter fafe to pri- 
ſon, where they left him to cool in the wands 
of the — 


It is well known to the ſkilful anatomiſt of 
human nature, that thoſe great perſonages 
who have the keeping of a jail, have either 
very little heart, or elſe one as obdurate as 
iron; ſuch was the perſon who had taken 
my maſter into his poſſeſſion, who aſked 
him in a hoarſe accent if he choſe a bed; 
to which he replied in the aftirmative, and 
was conducted to one by the turnkey ; but 


unfortunately for my maſter, he could not at 


that time anſwer the demand that was made 
for this indulgence; when he put on his 
maſquerade dreſs, he did not put a ſingle ſhil- 
ling 1 in his pocket, 
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The Jailor finding himſelf. baulked of his: 
perquiſite, paid no attention to all the in- 
treaties and future offers my maſter made 
him, but immediately dragged him to the 
dungeon, where the common felons were 
locked up; among whom he was confined 
for the remainder of the night. 

1 he darkneſs of the night prevented my 
maſter from ſeeing the company that occu- 


| pied the apartment he was in ; but although 


the { ſenſe of ſight was at that time denied. 
him,, he was fully convinced that his ſenſe 


of ſmelling was extremely perfect, which 


; was attacked, as Falſtaff fays, * By a com- 


pound of as villainous ſmells as ever offend- 
« ed noſtrils ;” and his companions around 


him began to examine his packets, but not 


finding any thing i in them. to anſwer their 
intentions, they amuſed themſelves by. 
throwing over him the contents of an uten- 
fl that was furniſhed them for a particnlar 
oonveniency. 


The 
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The innocent priſoner often intreated the 
wretches around him to forbear their ill 
uſage, but in vain ; he was therefore obliged 
to wait with impatience for the hour when 
he might be releaſed from his loathſome 
confinement, during which time he curſed 
his folly that had induced him to go to a 
maſquerade, in 2 dreſs which had been 
ſo fatal to him, and the occaſion of his ill 
treatment. — But let us for a little time 
quit our hero, and ſee what became of his 
friend, | | 


Loveſcrape, whoſe intention extended-no 
farther than a frolic, and to indulge his na- 
tural inclination for humour; had no ſooner 
given the falſe alarm to the watchman, 
than, judging they would convey him to the 
watch-houſe, he reſolved to get there be- 
fore them, in order to acquaint the magi- 
ſtrate of the night with the particulars, that 
no-other miſchief might enſue to his friend 
than a fright; but unfortunately Love- 
ſcrape miſtook his way, and after waiting 

| ſome 
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= ſome time, and feeing neither Muckworm 
nor his guards appear, he began to imagine 
he had miſtaken the ſcene of action, and on 
enquiry, found himſelt in a different pariſh 
to that in which he gave the alarm. He 
therefore made the utmoſt haſte to the other 
watch-houſe, and there learnt his friend was 
committed to priſon; he waited not long to 
enquire into the occaſion of it, but haſtened 
to the place of confinement, where he was 
refuſed admittance, the turnkey informing 
him he could not fee any one till the next 
morning. 


Day at length appeared, but the light 
which was admitted through the vacancies 


made by the iron bars, did not afford my 
maſter any more ſatisfaction than he had 
before experienced; the ſcene which he 
now {aw before him only ſerved to augment 
his uneaſineſs; on one ſide he perceived 
wretches loaded with heavy irons ſtretched 
on beds of ſtraw, and doubly afflicted with 
the jail diſtemper; others with ſcarce a rag 


Over 
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over their ſkin, though incumbered with fet- 
ters, and unconcerned at the ſight of death 
in their companions before them, were ut- 
tering the moſt blaſphemous oaths, and ma- 
king uſe of expreſſions which made Muck- 
worm ſhudder and tremble with apprehen- 
Hon, | 


At length the wiſhed-for hour arrived, 
that releaſed him from the cell; but what 
gave him ſtill greater joy, was to find his 
friend Loveſcrape waiting to ſee him; he 
made an excuſe to my maſter for having 
miſſed him, and Muckworm acquainted 
him with every tranſaction that had hap- 
pened ſince he left him. As fond as Love- 
ſcrape was of miſchief, the ſcene related to 
him gave him great uneaſineſs, eſpecially ag 
he knew himſelf to be the author of it. The 
next thing to be conſidered was to repair the 
injury he had occaſioned, and get his friend 
releaſed; but he was informed that could 
not be done till ſuch time as he had been 


with 
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4 with the conſtable before the juſtice, and 
the truſtees of ——. in 


This was a freſh ſubject of vexation to 
the diſtreſſes of Muckworm, who found he 
muſt be obliged to expoſe his diſgrace to ſet 
himſelf free; however, to appear in a more 
reſpectable dreſs before the juſtice than he 
was equipped in at preſent, he requeſted 
Loveſcrape to make the utmoſt expedition 
to his apartments, and let one of his footmen 
attend him with one of his richeſt dreſſes; 
adding, ſmilingly, at the ſame time, that 2s 
he had found for once in his lite, the incon- 
veniency of being without any money in his 
pocket, be defired him to bring with hima, 
purſe he would find in à particular drawer, 
which contained about fifty guineas. 


: Though Loveſcrape tarried not a mo- 
ment to fulfil theſe commands; yet he did 
not return before. the conſtable had been at 
12 priſon, and had taken Muckworm be- 
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fore the juſtice for examination: but it 


will be neceſſary e er we introduce thejufſtice 


into the company of our readers, to. let 


* 


them a little into the light of his character. 


+ 
. OE — 5 = 


18 Tuz ADVENTURES oz 


C HA. XL. 


Charatter of a conceited Juſtice. A Sptech. 
Interruption. Anſwer, Muckworm's charge. 
Definition of ſume Verſes from the Book of 
Pſalms, A Diſcourſe. Con/uſion, &c. 


CIR J** H-— is one of thoſe con- 
ceited beings who vainly imagine there 


are no perſons in the world of equal abili- 


tles with themſelves; for which purpoſe he 
ts always ſure to have ſomething particular 
about him, to diſtinguiſh him from the reſt 
of mankind; mercenary in his diſpoſition» 
with but a moderate fortune, fame reports 
he has often ſtrove to enlarge it, by methods 
not ſtrictly conſonant to the ideas of ju- 
ſtice; haughty to his inferiors, he treats the 
wretches that come under his cognizance 

with 
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with contempt and rigidity; ſubmiſſive to 
his ſuperiors, he becomes the abject ſyco- 
phant and ſlave to the will of thoſe above 
him; who, convinced of his ignorance, only 
treat him with that deference his character 
deſerves. 


Before this juſticiary knight, and the 
truſtees of the“ my maſter was brought; 
(after having waited ſome time in the anti- 
chamber, while the konef knight and the 
worthy truſtees. were taking more pains to 
ſettle their ſhares ariting from the emolu- 
ments of the inhabitants' rate, than me- 
thods for applying them to the public good.) 
Sir ] * was ſeated in an elbow chair, ſup- 
ported on one ſide by Mr. Ruſh the tallow- 
chandler, and on the other by Mr. Briſcuit 
the butcher; the juſtice's clerks were ſeated 
oppoſite to him, and the group was filled 
up by ſeveral other reſpectable character, 


The conſtable introduced his priſoner 
with a bow, and Sir ] ** fixing on the gno- 
men 
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men of his face, a pair of green ſpectacles, 
ſurveyed my maſter with great accuracy, 
and having made ſufficient remarks on his 
ragged dreſs, perſon, &c. with haughty gra- 


vity ordered the conſtable to relate what the 


miſkrant ſeller had done. A'nt pleaſe your 
„ worſhip, (anſwered the conſtable) while I 
*was laſt night in my kizgly office” — the 
juſtice had juſt taken up a newſpaper that 
lay upon the table as the other had begun 
his relation, and obſerving ſomething on 
which he choſe to make his obſervations on, 
he interrupted him, and ordering him to 
ſtop a little, addreſſed himſelf in the fol- 
lowing words to his companions on each 
fide ; Why, here's a pretty fare now, 
«*bove a dozen willins reprieved by the 
« judges at the ſizes; ah; maſter Ruſh, 1 am 
not ſo very marciful, I am for having ju- 
< ftice executed; and though they may tell 
« us marey is a divine tribot, yet I'm for ma- 
* king ſamples of um; and I can ſafelyſwear, 
« that all the wi/lins that have come under 
* my hands, have been either whipped, 
* hanged, 


mY hanged, Or tranſported.” T heſe three 
laſt words had an alarming effect upon my 
maſter, and he withed heartily for the ap- 


pearance of his friend to afſſiſt him in this 


dilemma. }.. 


- The Juſtice having made a pauſe, the 


conſtable reſumed his narrative; “ Ant. 


„ pleaſe your worſhip, while I was laſt night 
«in my. kingly office” — a moment's pati- 


ence, (reaſſumed the knight, and turn- 
ing to my maſter, with a ſtern look, 1aid to 
him in a rough accent, Harkee, you ſir, 
*« what's your name?“ “ Name, fir?” echoed, 
my maſter; © Yes, name, fir? I ſuppoſe you 


have a name, or perhaps two or three,” re- 


plied the knight a little ruled at having 
his words repeated; My name, fir, is 


«© Muckworm, * anſwered my maſter, 
«© Muckworm, Muckworm,** repeated the 
« clerk, © Will your worſhip be pleaſed to 
e zſk him how he ſpells it! Spell it, (re- 
© turned the juſtice with a ſneer and an at- 
« tempt to be witty) do you imagine the 

; teller 
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e feller can ſpell? No, no, I'll be, bound for 
| him he can ſooner pick a lock, that ſpell 
©]T; ha! ha! ha! write it dowa M, U, K, 


« uk, W, U, R, M, Wurm, Muk wurm, 
ce and now Mr. Conſtable proceed.“ 


This order being repeated, the conſtable 


a third time put his hat under his arm, fixed 


his leg in an advanced poſition to ſupport 


his body, and having adjuſted a large quid of 


tobacco properly in his mouth, that it might 
not obſtruct his ſpeech, renewed his narra- 
tive; Anft pleaſe your worſhip (faid he) 


« whileI was laſt night in my kingly office,” 
—*© Why you told us ſo before, (returned 


the knight); © I beg your honor's par- 
ce don, (anſwered the other), who had 
planned his ſpeech ready, and was like the 
generality of ſingers, if once put out, cannot 


go on without beginning the ſong again, 


But while I was in my kingly 'fice” — 
* Zounds! ſaid the knight, how many times 
« more are you to tell us of your kingly ef- 
*+ fcc?” Now it happened the conſtable 

Was 
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was as vain ot being thought his majeſty's' 


repreſentative, 2s the other was of being a 


juſtice ; and as theſe two words were favou- 


rite expreſſions which he had coined him- 
ſelf, he could ſcarce brook this inſult upon 


his darling terms, and would as ſoon give 


up his priſoner as to be deprived the uſe 


of what he eſteemed a ſublime thought; 


therefore it was no wonder that this ſudden 
interruption ſtaggered him, threw all his 
ideas into confuſion, and occafioned a pauſe 
of a few minutes, till one of the company 
prayed the knight that Mr, Truncheon 
might tell the tale in his own method; he 
proceeded as follows : 


« An't pleaſe your worſhip, while I was 
« laſt night in my ingly efice, this here chap 
% was brought beſore me for having at- 
« tempted burgarily upon Mr. Platewell's 
« houſe; there was 2 whole heap more of the 


gang, but they all made F, and only this 


chap was taken in the fact; ſo when he 


« came before me, he even inſulted me in 
«Cc my 


* 


: es —— Bored... — 
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«my kingly office, told me he was a gemman, 
and he'd make me ſuffer, and then not 
1 not only abuſed me, but threatened to 
« ſtrike me, ſo pleaſe your worſhip I ſent 
him to priſon; I am ſure he's a thief, 
« pleaſe your worſhip, for I found theſe here 
things about him, which I am ſure are in- 
« ftruments of burgarily.” Having made 
this curious ſpeech, he produced the tinder- 
box, matches, dark lanthorn, and the let- 
ter. 


The juſtice ſurveyed them one by one 
with ſingular attention, but when he came 
to the letter, he gave it to the clerk to read 
the contents; who deliberately read as . 
lows: 


Let their table be made a ſnare to take 
«themſelves. withal; and let the things 
that thould have been tor their wealth, be 
*« unto them an occaſion for falling ;” © Oh! 
« (interrupted the juſtice) this is from the 
leader of the gang, you plainly fee their 

inten- 
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intention was to lay 2 ſnare to take 
*all Mr Platewell's wealth away; but go 
on, Mr, Clerk.” “ Let their eyes be 
<« blinded, that they ſee not; and ever bow 
thou down their backs. Oh! the rwil- 
* lin;{reaſſioned the. juſtice, not content 
*, with robbing a man of his property, but 
© here is a direct order to put out his eyes, 
*« that he may not be evidence againſt um; 
«© what art and i/liny there is in the world, 
hut let us hear the reſt of this infamous 
letter.“ Let their habitation be void, 
let them be wiped out of the book of the 
„ living ;” © Worſe and worſe, ſays the ju- 
« ſtice, animadverting upon every ſentence, 
« here is ſtill a greater act of cruelty, if poſ- 
„ ſible, than ever was committed by the 
* Cannonballs; atter they had blinded every 
** parſon.in the houſe, they intended to mur- 
« der 'um, and leave the habitation void,” 
And not be written among the righteous,” 
And not be written among the righteous ! 
« What can they mean by that?” “I pre- 
« ſume, anſwered the clerk ; I preſume by 

H * righ» 
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© the righteous they mean themſelves, as tis 
«© a common phraſe among the lower order of 
© mankind to compliment «each other, by 
tlie name of à righteous one; that is 2 
ec hearty fellow, and one of their own kid- 
N ney. „. You are perfectiy right, an- 
„wbred the juſtice, and I think I never 
read a more ſhocking letter; ſuch barba- 
* r0us thoughts, ſuch curſed words never 
& ſare entered the mind of any but theſe 
& willins ſince the days of Jonathan Wild: 
ac why the letter is a fundred times more 
* cindery than the paper that was burnt 
* t'other day for a label; this feller“— The 
knight was proceeding in theſe favourable 
explanations of the holy writ, when a ſer- 
vant entered the room, and informed him 
2 gentleman deſired to ſpeak with him im- 
mediately, which occaſioned him to break 
off 2 diſſertation which would have laſted for 


ſome time, and quit the room to lee who 
; the gentleman was, ET: 


de perſon who len em bot the knight 


Was no other than r who had 
fol- 
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followed hisfriend to this ſeat of juſtice, with 
a full reſolution to ſet him tree if the power 
of money could do it ; and as he had heard of 
Sir * s mercenary diſpoſition, he deter- 
mined. to try his integrity with the money 
his friend had ſent him for. When the 
juſtice was introduced to Loveſcrape in a 
private apartment, and the uſual compli- 
ments when ſtrangers meet had paſſed, 
the knight requeſted to know his buſineſs 
with him. Sir , (ſaid he) I comeat 
« the requeſt of a gentleman, who being 
« well acquainted with your ſtrict love of 
« juſtice, only follows the dictates which 
&« reaſon points out, and begs you will ac- 
 * cept this purſe, (preſenting him with 
that belonging to my maſter) in order to 
make the beſt uſe you think proper to ſee 
« juſtice executed; one circumſtance in par- 
« ticular, you can oblige him in; he has 
been lately in great diſtreſs, and was laſt 
e night moſt cruelly and barbarouſly uſed 
e by a ſet of ſcoundrels that would make no 
« ſcruple of taking an innocent man's life 
2 H 2 * away, 
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1-28 72 the perſon. you are at preſent try⸗ 
| ing” & Is the keller (lays the juſtice ha- 
7 1 "that would” commit this barbarous 
et; but you may depend upon it I'll do 
9 « juſtice, the raſcal ſhall be hanged, Ido 
q aſſure ou ſir; why he has a ſet of fellers 
4 tet with bim, that are the moſt 
« greateſt barbarous, crucl ft, inhunianeft ” 
« « Hold, Six * * , ſaid Mr Loreſerape ſmi- 
66 ling, do not. 80 on ſo fall, for I beg leave 
ec * to rank myſelf among Mr. Muck worm's 
: 6 friends. * Ha! ha! replied the knight, 
Fo forging a laughs there Jo joke, and bus. 
| a, nynt to banter me. Upon my bo- 
7” nour, fir J > - replied the other, What 1 
0 ſay is fact, the perſon you have been try- 
= | ing! is not the man he ſeems, he is 2 gen- 
= « tleman of good charafter and great for- 
« tune; yellerday evening be bad fixed upon 
10 the dreſs you ſee him in at preſent, for 
« the maſquerade. As it would be tedious 
to repeat what has already been Haid, ſuf- 
fice it to ſay, that Loyeſcrap pe acquainted the 


N with every 3 that had 
Fr & 4 {tt kap- 


a cork wy. Ng 
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happened, who appeared greatly confuſed 


at what he heard, and ſcarcely knew which 


way to proceed; M Loveſerape obſerving 
his conſternation, begged he would ſend for 
the priſoner out, and let him equip himſelf ' 
in another 'dtefs, KY 13 Forman had 
brought with him, 
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A Scheme of the Juſtice to make his Purſe hea- 
. ter. An Oration. Diſcourſe between a 
 Fuftice and a Conftable; A Conflable frigh- 
tened at a Shadow. A s Releaſe, 
c. Sc. 


| 


Tx clouded ideas the hui b 
had entertained of his priſoner wore 


. gradually away as he heard the ſtory re- 
"lated; and when it was finiſhed, be was 
perfectly convineed that the priſoner was 2 
man of fortune, his habit only 2 maſque- 

drefs, 7 the reſt of the things found 
ons bin, only different articles W 
to carry a . | 4b 


- 
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The juttice as now 2s eager.to get bis 
Priſoner releaſed; as: before! be was to'hays 


him hanged ; and er he had porideted 


2 while on Loveſtrape I propofition, with 2 
few additions 


the conſtable and his 'priſoner, ho no 
ſooner appeared before him than he ordered 
Truncheon to wait fot him in another 4 

partment: "Sir John having ſoſtenbd the 
tone of hi voice; and ſtacothedothe- bot 


did not 4 little contribute, deficeds Mr. 
Muckworm to be ſeated; told bim he Was 


Þorry f what bad happened, dent Be 
bad hot meant toinjure him, forbothought, 


be ſlid, he perceived ſomewhat 10 big - 
tures- A AT Forage vers: 
ian 2422 5 '9 195529 [i 


d N eee. n 6 
FYTE 


"i ' Altho' 1 mel . we been torn in this 
* A are f. ige . will not 
6 ſo 


2 


amendments for his own 
intereſt, he roſe p fuddenly from his'chair, 
and giving the bell à violent pull, fent for 


of juſtiee to whiob the weight of the purſt 


A 


* 


**chula.to ſes bis conduct rain d before. 2 
4, wholecourt,where I be / bud gain thecaufe 
£ he only fixes 


_ $4:caeabrzud logngr put un with tho la c 


a braun re or 


tido/eablygive up his point; bew an ob d inste 


*feller, and not readil quieted ; and the 
„ou, Mt Muck: are not the wretch 


he has repreſented u 0 be, pet a6 he 


Shas ſwore to your. inſulting and, abuſing 
« bim while.in bis office, it wouid not go fa- 


20  yourably with. vou in 2 court of juſtice ; 


«and though it is. the with of. every man to 
** ſee himſelf rited, yet in ſuch an 'afare as 
<< this; hex; is a: man dye ſee, might not 


A ridicule on himſelf for 
Fitheure af his life ; but as for that, have 
£ no huſineſs to ditect you, but was I in your 


een male it ab with the Hellen 
<iShan; appear at Weſtmioſierr hall I cu 
Abring him over for what wild, not be 
miſſed in the pocket of a gentleman of 
© your fortune; but if you do not approve 
6 of this method, tis i ig his power, tg confine. 
yu Rill in priſon, tl 3 2 are relieved, by 
& ball, "which" —T i * ight was proce 


GL * 


Jos 
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ing, but what he had ready 
ſufficiently recalled up > mp n dull 


rium, the-bogrors af the prenetling hight, 
therefore: haftily.- pteiihimyj:! for 
God's ſake, Sir n ack! he, fand 


more,. finiſh the biin ti bx ald max, 
whatever he demand he: II have; 
* and whenever be caiches me aing the 
character of Guy Vahx again, TURN Ain 
liberty to lock me op i 4 dug erte 
. reſt of my life; ſurroundeud with thieves, 
” maple, HOY Nun 
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The honeft knight nid to- exert bie 
75 utmwolt abilities t9 ſettle. matters, and im- 
mediately quitted the room, and-zepgired to 
the conſtabſe, who: was; pondezing; in; bis 
mind the profits that wquldiaccrueto him 
aſter his, priſaner was execnteds He gu- 
ſtice had no ſooner entereg the room and ſa- 
ſtened : the duos for feat of daterruption, 
W he. ade ſſed the, robe thus; 

Well, Mr. Fruncheon, this, b likely te 


* turn out a. preng/ ae 1 5 Why. Kae N 
with © "© 's | « it 
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m, pleaſe your worſhip, (anſwered the 
NN thinks 
to hose the reward, I hope your worthip 
een ebe, u promiſe your wor> 
ip ſhall have half the money if I get R. 
Am moch obliged to you Mr Truncheon, 
$.(xepitied the juſtice, with an arch look) 
but 1 have ns inclination to go partners 
wh you this bout ; for Pm. -efrart 
_ youll be-greatly the loſer in this matter; 
% forey for the ſake of your family, 
« but ybu will run band over head, ani em. 
« ploy your kingly Mee without aſking ad- 
« vice; but I believe your Iingſbip will be 
„pt to repent for firetching your prero- 
* gxtive this time; its well if it does not 
«end ih your entire ruin. „ e Ruin Fami: | 
Ahl! Repent! do, your worſhip, explain 
<* yourſelf, 1 bade not done auy thing as 1 
* Know of to make me repent, or to ruin 
Ay family. Oh! then, replied the 
*. juſtice, falſe impriſonment your think 55 
e Attended with no ill conſequences; per. 
* ary is not „ hanging; and 
21 | 66 the 
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mere trifle; the — the OW 
Bailey wilt not take notice '6f them! 
« No not torture nileVir , Rid the gend 
6 ftable; But Inn the point, 
© What is it you mean ?'* IH A ward theh 
1% Mr. Truncheort: ; youhave greatly impoſed 
me and the reſtof th truſtees your pri- 
1 ſoner it really a gentleman of caraſer and 
« ſurtune; here is one of "his friends hete at 
i preſent that confirms it, and they ate 
1. both fo irritated "againſt you for y - 
te treatgent-of your priſoner; that they ate 
«determined to oarry on 2 p 4 
_*©painſt yu to the utmoſt rigour of the 
A.; and indeed; had yo behzved right, 
uu they are poffeſſed of {ith capital forfines, 
that wud be in wart” for” Ju 10 ind 
rapzinit"um; No, no, you mult fall, am 
4 ſorty for it, and I have been piehditig in 
our behalf tis Bal Hr St 1648 Par- 
&'poſc," they are: y "vn 

eue 18 W757 {ure _ en 7K 
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ener cling, on, Mr. Trunc hen, 
moe to fink for fear; and gulling 
 AieRfibig:pockes fiverguineae, almoſt his 
Whole tuns, profemged it to. the. juſſice, 
with i theſe, words; L gun, pleaſe, your 
£:worihip, I have been too haſty in this mat- 
nter, but I-know it is in your wWorſhip's 
ex to, aſſiſt me; you haye broyght me 
42 W.piynany en ages, let me beg you, not to 
£1d69v8 mę at preſent.” . This gouceur was 
amoge than the knight expected, and putting 
£ Why, Mr, Truncheon, if I attempt this 
matter. lis in conſideration of your fa- 
Tr svif nN mo pan ſoſten theſe zpate 
zee bejjeve Lean, | haven. method in my 
Seen Of this Habble;. you 
gt ſhall fign a pigee. of paper, wherein. yau 
i: 9wn your fault, and beg the gentleman' 
Zur eg, 3nd leaye:the xeft to me.” Theſe 
 MRoigulemembatafipaged 1 zungbeqn's fears, 
and the knight having drawn up 2 fegt 
” \4 . het 1 Lia; - 4447 FA) for 


Pt * 


4 


*. 
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tor twenty: pounds; inſtesd of 2 parda 


** deither write nor read.. . 
rr 
Thus far things ſucceeded to the Enight's 
mind, who returning to the apartment 
where Muckwerm and his friend were ſeat- 
ed, he informed them how greatly he was 
vroubled: to bring the obſtinate conſtable to 
conſent; which he had not been able to do, 
but by making the conſtable a preſent of 
ten pounds for himſelf, and ten pounds to 
be diſtributed among the watchmen, and 
as à proof of his having paid the money, he 
produced. the receipt he had artfully drawn 
up, apd to which he had perſuaded Mr. 
Truncheon to ſet his hand. 


Muckworm.who. cared not what ex+ 


pences he was at, ſo he could but once 


get himſelf out of their clutches, heſitated 
not 2 moment to pay the demand, but a 


he had no money, and his friend not ſo 
much about him, he gave the juſtice 2 
| draught 


* 


aw”, 


other voluntarily: mage. his mark, to it 


* *. „ 
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Sounds; w which was readily accepted, and 
maſter uuns fes ct Aberty ono more 40 
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V. maſter ay his 8 autumn hi bad 
careleſelj dan me out of his poe · 
| ket. with bis bandkerchief, and 1 was left 
upon the ſeat of the coach: in this fituation 
I remained ſome time, when the vchiele 
was hired by 3 reverend divine, who having 
3 ſubject of bis — 
723 — 2 Wag 
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his houſe; to proceed on 2 plan which pro- 


| was not tl in finding a perſon of my 


— ＋6? Ev 2 2 22 ‚—9, 
My new maſter's ſpirits ſeemed uncom- 


monly exhilerate, he had juſt quitted the 


coffee- houſẽ, where ſome private intelli- 
gence, which had been communicated to 
him, made him ſwallow down his coffee, 
and haſten with the. utmoſt expedition to 


miſed him no e tarts proſpett, * 
Thi? * ieee a. ien ine 43% 
* Dr. Dimple, for that hs the name of 
the divine in whoſe poſſeſſion I was in, was 


one of thoſe reverend gentlemen, Who ex- 


ert their abilities to increaſe the number of 
the godly, for what emolunient they can 
raiſe therefrom.” His p&fon' was delicate, 
and his diſcourſe delivered with ſuch artful 
eloquence; that he attracted numbers of 
heaters, imong whom the female circle 
was confideràbiy the largéſt. The deaf , 
dhe feet, the heavenly man werd tie epi: 

thets* comiionty applied* by them to the 
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Gofior's. name, and not 2 child of quality. © {0 « 


W ig properly initiated into the Chriſtian 


religion without Dr. Dimple had beſprink · 


led it, nor any one genteely ſent inte the 


other n he performed the ce- 
Bus * pt 25h 
. 


ehe doctor who perceived the ground he 
was daily gaining, reſolred to make 'the 
beſt uſe· of itz and get in hi harveſt While 
the weather was fir, he thwrefbn ade 
intereſt to de dignified as a chaplain to one 
of the female ſex; hoſe high rank does 
not tender her ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, 


as her virtue, good ſenſe; and mental qua- 
eee eee e 


en mee REN STINT ee 261) 
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This poſt was cally mined e 
while tickled the vanity of the doctor, but 


his arabit ion no began: to look on another 


tent af promotion, he ſecretly ſighod for 


tunity to accompliſi his end; the time at 


4 
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de arrived; and the morning l became hib- 
property be had heard of the death of the 
biſhop of —, which: made him in'fack 
| halle to get home, to employ every nerve 
to gain the title be had fo-long deen 8 
Ing for. TOY = SOLD 
4a 
It was this intelligence whickchad ſpread 
that ow of joy over my maſter's counte- 
danse, who had no ſooner alighted from 
these and entered bis manton, than 
ede due ee 
33 he prefently aſcended the 
im ta make ber partakes of what he had 
heard: © Good news! goad news! -.memndear;. 
< (ſaid the elated prieſt tocker) tha xodil! is 
now before us, I have had private intelli- 
* genre this marhing at the: coflee-honſty 
the hiſhop of is at laſt dead, thank 
Heaven, — the matter is not publiely 
© known/ay yet, therefore we muſt uſe the 
utmoſt expedition, - try all. our interoſt,— 
64 and leave no ſtone unturned to ſueceed in 
Bs. ” __ 
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our deres.“ „ heartily zen 


« joy; my deat, (anfwered his ſpouſe) and 
make no doubt of ſucceſs; Bll immedi». 


a take x fwrep” n wy female © | 


friends, and hund in whoſe power the 

gift lies, and whois likely to aſſiſt us; if 
* the thing cam be done Ag tere eſh, 
% beſt; if not, we muſt not be fparlpg 
«© of out money; the benefits arifing from 
* mitre will ſoon fetch that round a ih. 


Hiying now tuilthed dreifing 


a biſhopritk, 
red er 


and wp 
the feaſt *incentive-to Mrs. Dimple's induſ- 


e 


try: vanity was her characteriſtic, and ſhe” 


now ſaw before her'a profpect of indulging 


it, it is no wonder then the flew from houſe 


to houſe, to gratify her darling paſſion, but 
pena eee e 
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left the doctor to contemplate” on the 


8 
49 
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. Cage OY doctor's. wit Wgered | * 
ca 


rcely gave her time to recover 
ber breath, before he impatiently enquired Cd 
what ſucceſs the hat met with: Suggeſs, 
« (anfivered. Mis. Dimple), I never have 
*< been ſo diſappointed before, I have ſound:d 
„meg ee genteel perſon of our c- 
©, quaintance,. and not a. foul can I find 
„among them all that is able to ſerve us; 
All that I can learn i is, that the only pro- 
p to apply to on this occaſion is 
— ny L id , if we could make intereſt 
5 there the buſineſs would. be done, but not 
„ z fiigle friend of ours is acquainted in that 
cc quarter.” © Unfortunate, (ſaid the doc- 
F tor) this is is extremely unfortunate; fuch 
a 12 fine opportunity as this is, not likely to 
« « happen for years again, and not one of all 
« my numerous friends to aſſiſt me: I am 
10 4 a of how to proceed. „ « But Lam 
6 not, (anſwered the wiſe, for womens 
« braind. are commonly more ready at 2 
a ſcheme than mens :) I haye hit upom a me- 
* thod which givesme a ſhadow of hope ſtill. 
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and will not take a bribe,” “ Why then, 
my lady will, (anſwered his wife) as you 
« pretend to know the opinions of men, my I . 
« dear, give me leave to know the opinions 
© of women ;—our ſex are frail commodities, 
« prone to error, often want a necklace of 
« ſome other trifle unknown to our lords 
6 and maſters; and a weighty purſe is no 
6. diſagreeable preſent to a gay lady.” And 
« LY , {aid the doctor, I have heard as 
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I. am diſcoygred?.” . «2 
how. will you be lgoked on it you 5 
* diſcovered. ? (ſays ſhe); came, come, ever 
ee zou live look on the fair ſide of a 
proſpect, let's have no:guore of your ſcru- 
< ples, employ your pen on the occaſion, 

. e lettel in obſcure terms, but be 
« fire you mention the ſum. you) intend to 

« give in.capitals; nothing venture, nothing 

« have, ſays the proverb; ſo I ſhall leave 

you for the preſent, and expect when | 

6 return, to ſee yqu have finiſhed the let- 
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had balf a dozen ſermons to write, they 

- would 


0 


wo * gr 7 


* 
_ 


Wpprobation of the mance; it wi 8 Pi 
ſealed up, and 1 ſent to the de- 1 
ſtined * 95 1 

| 22 * - 2 | 
4 be . had wo | lo am- 


 biggouſly, that he not bf abſohgtely 
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of the death of the Biſhop of, he had 
taken the liberty to requeſt her aſſiſtance 
for his being promoted ; that the motive he 
acted upon was not a lucrative or ambi- 
tious view, but ſolely that he might be the 
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received ig witij in- 
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nion of the many for his purity of manners, 
and ſtrictneſs of the chriſtian religion, the 
could. ſcarce believe guilty of ſuch hypocri- 
iy; : ſhe therefore immediately ſhewed it to 
her lord, who had no ſooner read it, but he 
reſolved to hold up the Locum, in his i 
Fae to the Werd. 5 . 
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t0 appeat at court, and ended with a © 
1 for . and audacity. ; 


- "This. affair r 
ie ſecr cret, the news ſoon ſpread over the town . 


be found himſelf. expoſed. in the public. pa- 


on the, ſtage; his name was in.every. _ 
| bne's mouth, fo that he could not ſhew his ; 


| Face out of doors, nor appear in the pulpit, 
With this 1 a his: head he formed 
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